The LCMS
Foundation

$75 million in gifts and pledges—the most successful national
campaign of any church denomination at the time.

In 1981, the convention established the Department of
Stewardship and Financial Support as the development arm of
the Foundation. Over the next years, gift-planning counselors
were deployed throughout the country in cooperative arrange-
ments with districts, colleges, and service organizations. The
counselors offered wills-awareness seminars in congregations and
helped individual members with gift arrangements. In St. Louis,
staff developed stewardship resources for congregations and
designed methods to gather direct gifts to support seminaries,
missions, and world relief.

The process bore fruit. During the 1991-92 fiscal year, the
Foundation distributed $9.6 million to synodical ministries.
That year, the staff reported 243 congregational seminars and
4,815 home visits.

Seeking to establish a single stewardship center in 1992,
the convention transferred planned-giving services and develop-
ment services to the Foundation. It also approved a new Capital
Funding Services to assist congregations with capital and debt-
elimination campaigns. (The unit assisted 300 congregations
before being moved to the Lutheran Church Extension Fund
in 1999.)

Reflecting technical advancements, the Foundation opened
a Mission and Ministry Online Giving Catalog four years ago.
The catalog now lists 400 giving opportunities of Synod-related
ministries. “With Internet access, people can learn about min-
istry opportunities and support them from the comfort of their
homes,” comments Blake Tilley, director of Internet and gift-
planning communications.

Through the Foundation’s “Transfer the Blessings” gift-
planning and stewardship process, gift-planning counselors train
congregational teams in the basics of charitable gift planning.
The process helps members plan the best gifts for their families
and the best gifts for the ministries they love.

Terry Gerdts, senior vice president for gift-planning ser-
vices, recalls 20 years of sitting across the kitchen table, helping
people. “When we ask them what they believe is the gift plan
God has placed on their hearts, they can readily share how they
would like to bless their family and God’s work,” he says.

“I have seen how a plan
developed years ago has
come into being at the
death of a donor—to
the extent that a gift
has matched dollar-for-
dollar the need of the
designated ministry.”

Adds Foundation
President Ries: “Decision
makers are Christians
who have gifts they
have received from the
Lord that they can use
for ministry. We have
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an overriding strategic goal to increase the
number of face-to-face encounters with those
decision-makers. We're working hard to get
people into a comfort zone so they can experience
the joy of giving.”

Roland Lovstad is a free-lance writer and a member
of Inmanuel Lutheran Church in Perryville, Mo.
g

Generosity Extends Mission
and Ministry

As the LCMS Foundation celebrates its 50th
anniversary, the impressive achievements are a
tribute to the people of the Synod whose joy in
giving responds to God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Gifts Today. Direct gifts support current ministries
such as relief to disaster victims or support where needed
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160,000 direct gifts supplied $48 million for immediate
support of ministries.

Gifts Tomorrow. Through wills and gift instru-
ments Christians used the Foundation to distribute 5,787
matured charitable gifts—almost $28 million for mission
and ministry. They also placed 1,849 planned gifts of
nearly $60 million to be distributed in the future.

Gifts Forever. Endowments preserve the principal
while distributing the earnings, allowing donors to establish
perpetual support for ministries. The foundation manages
more than $350 million in endowment accounts.

Foundation assets exceed $830 million, including
endowment accounts, trusts, annuities, and other instru-
ments destined to assist the future work of the church.

For information about the Foundation, see
www.lcmsfoundation.org or call (800) 325-7912
to receive a free copy of the 50th anniversary

DVD, The Joy of Giving.
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by Diane Strzelecki

ived a predictable midwestern life. Indiana born,

these high school sweethearts are now in their
44th year of marriage. Jerry’s love of farming led to a
lifetime of agricultural-related jobs, from ranch hand
to sales manager for a seed company. Susie realized her
early ambition to be a wife, mother of four children, and
a nurse. Their faith in their Savior has been a constant
as well. But they never expected that a hobby would
help them share the Good News of the Gospel across the
United States. And it all began with one small donkey.

The Pattersons bought 18-acre Ravenwood Farm
about 16 years ago when they settled in Hartsville, Ind.,
after living in Illinois and Tennessee. Raised on an 80-acre
farm herself, Susie felt right at home. There was also
plenty of room for Jerry’s hobbies: woodworking and
harness-making. Then the Pattersons decided it would
be nice to buy a miniature donkey to keep their pygmy
goats company and to provide entertainment for their
grandchildren.

“We've always had a special place in our hearts for
donkeys,” says Jerry, noting that Susie’s father had pur-
chased a donkey at an auction when their own children
were small. “Our kids had such a good time with her that
we thought we should get a donkey for the grandkids.”

The Pattersons soon had more than one donkey, and
they discovered an entire subculture of “donkey people”:
farms, shows, and events across the United States. Soon
Jerry took a donkey to a show—and he was hooked.

“I met a lot of nice people and thought showing
would be fun,” Jerry says. A breeder shared her knowl-
edge of “conformation” in miniature donkeys: their ideal
structure, bones, and movement. The Pattersons were on
their way, and they have made it a hobby to raise, show,
sell, and, most of all, enjoy the creatures.

Marked for
the Master

The Pattersons explain that
one consistent trait of all don-
keys, miniature and otherwise, is
the “cross” that runs down the
animal’s back and across its shoul-
ders, a cross that, in folklore, has
its own story. As she has done
many times before, Susie is eager
to share the legend of the don-
key’s cross.

“All donkeys carry a cross

You might say that Jerry and Susie Patterson have
1
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because a donkey carried Christ,” she says about the leg-
end. As the story goes, Jesus requested a donkey to take
Him into Jerusalem, and the donkey and Jesus became
good friends. When Christ was crucified, the donkey fol-
lowed Him to the cross. After Christ had died, the griev-
ing donkey stayed long after everyone had left. When the
donkey finally turned away to leave, the shadow of the
cross fell upon him and made an impression; so to this
day, all donkeys have a cross.

“People always ask about the cross, whether we're
showing the donkeys at a state fair or entertaining visi-
tors at the farm,” Susie says. “They are always in awe of
the story—fascinated by it, really. That'’s our little way of
sharing our faith with the general public.”

Although legend, the story of the cross is a great ice-
breaker, the Pattersons say, a way to open the door for a
more serious discussion of the Christian faith.

“I have never had a negative reaction to the story,”
Jerry says.

The Hobby
and the Mission

After 16 years in the busi-
ness, the Pattersons note that
their hobby turns a profit in
some years. A donkey solid
in “conformation” can fetch
$3,000 to $5,000, and buyers
are everywhere—especially on
the Internet. Serious breeders
have Web sites that tout their
donkeys, tell about their farm,
and, in the Pattersons’ case,
tell the legend of the donkey’s
Cross.

Early on, the Pattersons,
who are members of St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church in Columbus,
Ind., decided they would set
aside 10 percent of the proceeds
from their donkey sales to con-
tribute to missions or charity.

“When our church was
raising money to expand its
building, we tithed to the cam-
paign,” Susie says. “We just
kept that up and were able to
contribute to paying off the debt, as well as the debt from
building an addition to the school.” When the Pattersons

Jerry and Susie Patterson’s
success in raising miniature
donkeys has also given them
the opportunity to share their
faith with others.
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heard about Fan into Flame, the fiscal arm of Ablaze! that
helps to fund Ablaze!-related ministries, they decided their
tithe could help people come to faith in Jesus.

“The Fan into Flame program gives many choices for
where your contribution will go, providing a whole list of
expenses and mission costs so you can see the very real
need,” Jerry notes. “We decided to allocate our tithe to a
Native American mission in Wyoming, as we feel Native
Americans have gotten a rather bad deal in this country.”

“With all the other causes out there, no one ever
thinks of them, so we decided that this mission would be
a good place for our tithe,” Susie says. “The money we
gave last year provided for a vacation Bible school at the
mission.”

Through their many conversations with a Native
American friend, the Pattersons know firsthand the slow,
intentional process of spreading the Gospel.

“Although she does believe in God, she has an entire-
ly different outlook,” Susie says. “As we were trying to get
through to her, we realized we really wanted to help other
Native Americans learn about Christ.”

Attracting Attention

Anyone seeing a miniature donkey for the first time
can't help but be intrigued. Standing less than 36 inches
tall, they retain the proportions of a standard donkey.
Their fur comes in a variety of colors and is irresistibly
soft. Children especially are drawn to the diminutive
animals.

The Pattersons take their “show” on the road at least
five times a year. Jerry has even trained his donkeys to
pull a cart, winning a “driving” class at the Indiana State
Fair. Still, he measures the success of a trip by the oppor-
tunities he has to share the Gospel and the love of Jesus
through the donkeys.

The donkeys are also local celebrities, the Pattersons
add. Area churches request their presence during Passion
plays and Christmas pageants.

“We have paraded around churches in Joseph's coats
under palms to the delight of 200 Sunday school chil-
dren,” Jerry says. “At Christmastime, churches will call to
see if they can use our donkeys on a walk to Bethlehem.”

Susie says she can’t imagine life without the crea-
tures. “As you can tell, I love my donkeys,” she says.
“They are really neat animals, and the longer we have
them the more we learn about them, the herd dynamics,
and their personalities.”

And the longer they have them, the more opportuni-
ties they have to share their faith in Jesus, the Pattersons
say.

“I've always felt if there’s one thing I'd like to do in
life, it's to bring one person to faith in Jesus who didn’t
have it before he met me. That’s my goal,” Jerry says. “If
someone comes to Christ because of what we're doing,
then we’ve accomplished our reason for being here.”

Diane Strzelecki is a Chicago writer and a member
of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Palatine, IIl.
&



NOTICES

Note: The “official notices” are published for a
single purpose only: giving notice of a result, namely,
changes in the Synod’s membership rosters by the
addition or deletion of the names of individuals
and congregations. It is not always appropriate that
reasons for the changes be identified in the published
notices. Since a change can occur for any of a variety
of reasons, no assumptions may be made merely
Sfrom the fact that a change has occurred.—Ed.

Official Notices—

From the Districts

REV. THOMAS L. SCHROEDER, pastor of Christ
Our King Lutheran Church, Saline, Mich., was appoint-
ed circuit counselor of Circuit #28—Milan Circuit,
replacing REV. DALE M. KLEIMOLA, who resigned as
circuit counselor.—Rev. C. William Hoesman, presi-
dent, LCMS Michigan District.

AMY BERNHARDT, JASON CROWDER,
KRISTIN FABRY, MARSHA FICKEN, JANELLE
FLANDERS, ELIZABETH KIESSLING, RANDOLPH
MERRILL, LESLIE MILLER, and JULIE REINHART
have been removed from the Commissioned ros-
ter of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and
are, therefore, no longer eligible for a call. BETTY
LIESCHEIDT and SHERRI PALMER have resigned
from the Commissioned roster of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and are, therefore, no longer
eligible for a call—Rev. Ray G. Mirly, president, LCMS
Missouri District.

REV. WAYNE KROHE, Adrian, Minn., was
appointed circuit counselor of the Worthington Circuit,
replacing REV. KEITH BICKNASE, who accepted
a call to another district. REV. ROGER HOLLAND,
Minneapolis, Minn., was appointed circuit counselor
of the Minneapolis Circuit, replacing REV. RODNEY
KETCHER, who was called to glory.—Dr. Lane R.
Seitz, president, LCMS Minnesota South District.

REV. TROY SCOTT WATFORD resigned from
the roster of ordained ministers of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, effective March 25, 2007.
REV. ROBERT H. WILSON was removed from the
roster of ordained ministers of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, effective May 5. REV. CHRISTOPHER
STOLTZ was removed from the roster of ordained
ministers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
effective April 30. REV. JOSEPH WALTER DAVIS was
removed from the roster of ordained ministers of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod as of April 18. They
are, therefore, no longer eligible for a call.—Rev. Keith
E. Kohlmeier, president, LCMS Kansas District.

REV. PAUL MUNDINGER, Berlin, Wis., was
appointed circuit counselor for the La Crosse Circuit
#18, replacing REV. DONALD STEIN, Onalaska, Wis.
REV. MARION HENDRICKSON, Arlington, Wis., was
appointed circuit counselor for the Madison North
Circuit #20, replacing REV. JAMES PINGEL, emeritus,
Sun Prairie, Wis. REV. PAUL GARCHOW, Janesville,
Wis., was appointed circuit counselor for the Janesville
Circuit #24, replacing REV. TOM COLGROVE,
Janesville, Wis. REV. LAURENCE THIES, Madison,
Wis., resigned from the roster of ordained ministers
of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, effective
June 6.—Rev. John C. Wille, president, LCMS South
Wisconsin District.

REV. STEVEN HARMON, Johnson City, Tenn.,
was appointed circuit counselor for the Knoxville
Circuit #4, replacing REV. JAMES KIRK, Loudon,
Tenn., who resigned as circuit counselor.—Rev. Ken
Lampe, president, LCMS Mid-South District.

MARTHA P. ROCKEY resigned from the
Commissioned Minister roster of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, effective Nov. 26, 2007.—
Dr. Gerhard C. Michael Jr., president, LCMS Florida-
Georgia District.
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ROBERT A. REINERT II, Green River, Wyo.,
was removed from the roster of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, effective May 28. He
is, therefore, no longer eligible to receive a call.
—Rev. Richard O. Boche, president, LCMS
‘Wyoming District.

Official Notices—

Colloquies

KIMBERLY PLATT, Grand Prairie, Texas;
SANDRA SPITZ, Paxton, Ill.; MELISSA THEIS,
Houston, Texas; MARIANNE ALLEN, Hot Springs,
S.D.; SHARI GREENE, Scottsdale, Ariz.; CAMERON
LEHMAN, Oxnard, Calif., DEBORAH AARHUS,

Seoul, Korea; JULIA BELL, Seymour, Ind.; AMANDA
SHEARS, Cherry Hill, N.J.; DIANE WILLIAMSON,
Indianapolis, Ind.; and JODI SHEA, Orlando, Fla., have
submitted their applications for the Teacher Colloquy
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
through CUEnet.

DAVID TIMM, Brunswick, Ohio; RAYMOND
W. BOECHE, Lincoln, Neb.; RONALD C. YERGEY,
Allentown, Pa.; HANS OLOF ANDRAE, Jeannette,

Pa; BRUCE K. MEIER, Eugene, Ore.; TIMOTHY W.
BOERGER, New Haven, Conn.; ALEMAYEHU O.
WEDAJO, Lancaster, Pa.; KURTIS L. SMITH, Slidell,
La.; and MARK G. KIESEL, North Babylon, N.Y., have
submitted their applications for the Pastoral Colloquy
Program through The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod.

KARL E. KUENZEL, Georgetown, Texas;
ANDREW J. ABRAHAM, Hermitage, Tenn.; LINFORD
D. HOUCK, Plant City, Fla.; ROBERT H. FEDDE, Sioux
Falls, S.D.; JOHN W. BERG, Fremont, Calif.; JOEL W.
LINTNER, St. Paul, Minn.; and LESLIE H. UHRINAK,
Bemidji, Minn., have completed all requirements for
the Pastoral Colloquy Program through The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod.

Correspondence regarding their applications
should be directed within four weeks after publication
of this notice to Dr. William R. Diekelman, Chairman,
Colloquy Committee, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis,
MO 63122-7295.

ANDREA OTT, Midland, Mich.; JANET
TUMMINELLO, Boca Raton, Fla.; and SHELLY
WALKER, Lakeland, Fla., have completed all require-
ments of the Teacher Colloquy Program of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and are, therefore,
eligible for a call.—Dennis K. Genig, Dean, School of
Education, Concordia University, 4090 Geddes Road,
Ann Arbor, MI 48105.

LINDA SCHOLL, Giddings, Texas, and
CONSTANCE MULFORD, McAllen, Texas, have
completed all requirements of the Teacher Colloquy
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and
are, therefore, eligible for a call.—Dr. Jim McConnell,
Assistant Colloquy Program Director, Concordia
University Texas, Austin, 3400 IH 35 N., Austin, TX
78705-2799.

JENNIFER GAST, Mission Viejo, Calif., and
ANNE DEVLIN, Anaheim, Calif., have completed all
requirements of the Teacher Colloquy Program of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and are, therefore,
eligible to receive a call.—Dr. Becky Peters, Director,
Colloquy Program, Concordia University, 1530
Concordia West, Irvine, CA 92612-3203.

KRISTIE HOYME, Sioux Falls, S.D., and DAVID
McWILLIAMS, Brighton, Colo., have completed all
requirements of the Teacher Colloquy Program of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and are, therefore,
eligible to receive a call—Brian L. Friedrich, President
and CEO, Concordia University, 800 N. Columbia Ave.,
Seward, NE 68434-1599.

DEBORAH STECKLER, St. Peters, Mo., has
completed all requirements of the Teacher Colloquy
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

and is, therefore, eligible to receive a call.—Mark A.
Waldron, Director of Teacher Colloquy, Concordia
University Chicago, 7400 Augusta St., River Forest, IL
60305-1499.

EVA M. FRONK, Hales Corners, Wis., has
completed all requirements of the Teacher Colloquy
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
and is, therefore, eligible to receive a call.—Rev. Albert
L. Garcia, Ph.D., Director of Lay Ministry/Teacher
Colloquy Program, Concordia University Wisconsin,
12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, WI 53097-2402.

Official Notices—

Requests for Reinstatement

JOHN TUTTLE, Palmetto, Fla., has applied for
reinstatement to the Minister of Religion—Ordained
roster of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
ELAINE M. ADAMS, Harlingen, Texas; REBECCA R.
AURICH, Mayer, Minn.; HELMUTH T. EISENBRAUN,
Smithville, Mo.; THERESA EVERS, Waukesha, Wis.;
PAUL M. HERRING, North Judson, Ind.; DEBORAH
L. HEUER, Fremont, Neb.; JENNIFER HOOK, Vale,
Ariz.; KATHRYN NOACK LESLIE, Spring, Texas;
NANCY J. MENNECKE, Arlington Heights, IIl.; REX
A. MINDACH, Alexandra, Minn.; NANCY NEMOYER,
Carlisle, Pa.; KATHLEEN A. PORATH, Schuyler, Neb.;
BEVERLY SCHMIDTKE, Morristown, Minn.; SUSAN
SCHUTZ, Benton, Ark.; SUSAN M. TRINKLEIN,
Elkhorn, Neb.; JON WIEGAND, Bronx, N.Y.; and
ROBERT ZIEGLER, Madison, Neb., have applied
for reinstatement to the Minister of Religion—
Commissioned roster of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. Correspondence regarding these
applications should be directed to the undersigned for
receipt no later than Sept. 5.—Dr. Raymond L. Hartwig,
Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295.

Notice to Promote to
Continuing Level (Tenure)

The Board of Regents of Concordia University
Chicago, River Forest, 111, herewith gives notice of
intent to grant tenure to DEB HERMAN, BETTY
ANN MOCEK, DR. DAVID SETTJE, and JONATHAN
STAHLKE. Any comments concerning this intent
should be addressed within six weeks after publication
of this notice to Dr. John Johnson, Executive Officer,
Board of Regents, Concordia University Chicago, 7400
Augusta St., River Forest, IL 60305-1499; fax: (708)
209-3534.

The Board of Regents of Concordia College—
New York, Bronxville, N.Y., approved LYNDA
DALGISH, associate professor of English as a Second
Language; PEGGY RAPP, associate professor of social
work; and KRISTEN KOENIG, associate professor of
sociology for continuing appointment at its meeting
on May 23. Patrice Sullivan, Assistant to the Dean
of the College, Concordia College, 171 White Plains
Road, Bronxville, NY 10708; (914) 337-9300, Ext. 2127;
patrice.sullivan@concordia—ny.edu.

Call for Nominations

LCMS Commission on Theology and Church
Relations (CTCR) seeks nominations for an associate
executive director. The associate executive director
reports to the executive director and maintains a close
liaison with the staff of the Office of the President, pro-
viding assistance as requested. This position is respon-
sible for providing leadership and guidance in the areas
of theology and church relations; assisting the execu-
tive director in carrying out his responsibilities; serving
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as resource staff person for providing information and
guidance in the area of religious organizations and
movements; executing research projects and prepar-
ing resource materials and drafts; providing direction
for and editing of CTCR reports prior to publication;
responding to correspondence; reporting on the work
of the Commission; participating in ecumenical meet-
ings and dialogues as requested; coordinating the work
of and providing theological expertise for various
task forces and committees as assigned; monitoring
ecclesiastical and social developments; supervising the
maintenance of the Commission’s library and archives;
planning and conducting theological conferences and
workshops; attending the meetings of the Commission;
and providing direction and counsel upon request to
other synodical boards and commissions and their
staffs on various lodges, sects, and organizations.

Nominees must be faithful to the Holy Scriptures
and the Lutheran Confessions and supportive of the
Synod’s Constitution, Bylaws, and policies; an ordained
LCMS clergyman; well-trained and competent in theol-
ogy as noted by an advanced degree in theology; have
a minimum of three years in parish ministry; have the
potential for developing administrative skills, includ-
ing the ability to carry on and supervise theological
research; have the ability to communicate well, both
orally and in writing; have the ability to work in a close
team environment; and must be experienced in church
relations (such as serving on inter-synodical and ecu-
menical committees and consultations).

Nominations should be submitted by Aug.
15 to Barbara Ryan, Executive Director of Human
Resources, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122;
barbara.ryan@lcms.org, fax (314) 996-1121.

Positions

The Lutheran Witness welcomes notices
for positions available at affiliated entities and
Recognized Service Organizations of The Lutheran
Church—DMissourt Synod. The deadline for receipt
of such notices is the 20th of the month two
months prior to the publication month (e.g.,
Aug. 20 for the October issue). Send notices to
karen.higgins@lcms.org.—FEd.

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, has a current
opening for a communications specialist. This staff
member will assist the director of communications
in the production of print and Web resources that
communicate the mission and vision of Concordia
Seminary to the church and world. Duties include writ-
ing copy for news releases and the seminary; copy edit
and proofread copy for seminary publications; assist in
the distribution of all news and information to the vari-
ous media, including church and secular news editors;
and compile reports and analyses on published news
releases monthly.

The ideal candidate will have a bachelor’s
degree in journalism, English, or related discipline,
and a minimum of three years of experience writing
and editing copy for publication in various print and
electronic media. Additionally, this candidate must
have a demonstrated knowledge of the fundamentals
of reporting and writing news release or feature story
copy, outstanding written and electronic communica-
tion skills, excellent writing, grammar, and editing
skills. This position requires a strong attention to detail
and the ability to work on multiple projects with tight
deadlines. The candidate must be an active member of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and also have
a strong understanding of the mission and vision of
Concordia Seminary.

Concordia Seminary offers comprehensive bene-
fits, including medical, dental, 403(b), and pension. For
consideration, mail, e-mail, or fax a resume along with
salary requirements to Human Resources, Concordia

Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105;
humanresources@csl.edu; fax: (314) 505-7001.

Lutherans For Life (LFL), Nevada, Iowa,
a pan-Lutheran, pro-life educational ministry, seeks a
director of operations. Duties include supervising
staff, developing programs to enhance LFL’s efficiency,
working with LFL’s director of development to imple-
ment fundraising activities, and, in collaboration with
the executive director, developing action plans to
implement LFL's strategic plan.

Requirements: a member in good standing of
a Lutheran congregation, a minimum of a bachelor’s
degree and/or business or project management experi-
ence, solid experience in administration, personnel
management, marketing, and development. We are
seeking someone who has the skills necessary to keep
LFL growing as an effective organization and at the
same time desires to serve the Lord of Life in a vitally
important pro-life ministry that equips Lutheran pas-
tors and congregations to share a Gospel-centered,
“For Life” message.

Send resume by Aug. 31 to Lutherans For Life,
1120 S. G Ave., Nevada, IA 50201-2774; (888) 364-5433;
fax: 515-382-3020; info@lutheransforlife.org.

The following institutions of the Concordia
University System (CUS) are seeking candidates for
positions described below:

Concordia University St. Paul seeks to fill the
following faculty position: Term Faculty in Teacher
Education.

Concordia University Texas seeks to fill
the following faculty positions: Human Resource
Management; Athletic Director.

Concordia University Wisconsin seeks to fill
the following faculty position: Nursing Department
Chair/Program Director.

For more information about these and other
CUS positions, including complete job descriptions,
qualifications, and application process, visit http:/
www.lems.org/cusjobs and click on “Positions
Available at Our Campuses.”

The Lutheran Association of Missionaries
and Pilots U.S. (L-US) invites applications for the
position of missionary/pilot at its base of opera-
tion in Fairbanks, Alaska. Qualified candidates are
encouraged to send a resume along with a letter of
application explaining their sense of call for Christian
missions and highlighting their qualifications.

In addition to a positive faith witness, a com-
mitment to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, a passion for
Native Alaskan ministries, and a background in biblical
studies and ministry training, the qualified candidate
for this position will also have more than 500 hours
of experience as a pilot, with at least 50 hours of that
time flying in Alaska, and a demonstrated proficiency
in flight safety. L-US maintains a Navajo Chieftain
twin-engine eight-passenger aircraft in Fairbanks for
the purpose of reaching people in more than 40 remote
villages in the interior of Alaska.

The missionary/pilot focuses primarily on devel-
oping indigenous leadership for ministry by equipping
and training people to carry on the ministry locally.

To accomplish this, the missionary/pilot partners with
local leaders to provide Bible study, plan and imple-
ment ministry programs appropriate to each village,
and coordinate volunteer participation to assist in
ministry programs or special projects working with
the people of the community.

A copy of the position description for this
Fairbanks, Alaska, missionary/pilot opportu-
nity is available online at Missionary Pilot Position
Description. Qualified candidates may submit their
resume and letter of application by e-mail to mission-
arypilot@tds.net, or by postal mail to Missionary Pilot,
Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots, U.S.,

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

3525 N. 124th St., Brookfield, WI 53005-2498.

The Lutheran Association of Missionaries and
Pilots U.S. is an independent Christian mission orga-
nization sharing Christ’s Kingdom with Native North
American Peoples for ministry to their own and to
others. Established in 1985, L-US is a Recognized
Service Organization (RSO) of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and is also listed as an Independent
Lutheran Organization (ILO) with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Ind., an
independent Lutheran university, invites applications
for the position of associate director of the Center
for Church Vocations. Valparaiso University, located
50 miles east of Chicago, is a comprehensive university
with a strong liberal-arts tradition and about 3,800
students. Candidates should hold a Ph.D. (ABD will be
considered) in Christian education or closely related
field and have demonstrated competency and interest
in teaching in the areas of youth ministry, Christian
education, and family ministry at the undergraduate
and graduate levels. A position description is available
online at valpo.edu/ccv. Candidates must be will-
ing to work in a scholarly community committed to
Christian higher education and the Lutheran tradition.
Faculty rank and salary is open, based on experience
and qualifications. Candidates should send a letter of
application, curriculum vitae, most recent graduate
transcript, and the names and contact information of
three references to Dr. Renee Schoer, Director, Center
for Church Vocations, Valparaiso University, Huegli
Hall, Valparaiso, IN 46383. Review of applications will
begin Sept. 15 and continue until the position is filled.
EOA/AAE.

Anniversaries

The Lutheran Witness welcomes notices of
no more than 50 words from LCMS congregations
about their upcoming “milestone” anniversaries. The
deadline for receipt of such notices is the 20th of the
month two months prior to the publication month
(e.g., Aug. 20 for the October issue). Send notices to
karen.higgins@lcms.org.—FEd.

Lutheran Church of The Savior, Bedford,
Mass., will continue its 50th anniversary celebra-
tion with an outdoor concert on Aug. 2 and a choral
concert on Oct. 26. Visit www.lcsavior.org for more
information.

Trinity, Covington, Mich., will celebrate its
100th anniversary during a special service at 9 a.m.,
Aug. 3. Rev. Joel Hoelter, president of the North
Wisconsin District, will be guest speaker. A special
music service also will be held on Sept. 28. Both events
are followed by fellowship and a luncheon.

Community, South Burlington, Vt., will cel-
ebrate its 60th anniversary on Aug. 10, with a special
dinner provided in the evening. Former members are
requested to e-mail clcvt@comcast.net. Send photos
and remembrances for inclusion in a history presenta-
tion to Community Lutheran Church, 1560 Williston
Road, South Burlington, VT 05403.

Trinity, Silver Creek, N.Y., will celebrate its
125th anniversary with a 3 p.m. special service Aug. 10.
Former pastor Rev. Douglas Meilander will be guest
preacher. A reception will follow. Contact the church
office at (716) 934-2002.

Peace, Fremont, Ind., will celebrate its 25th
anniversary, beginning with a community celebration
on Aug. 16, with guest preacher Rev. Robert Weinhold.
Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer, president of Concordia
University, Ann Arbor, will be guest preacher on Sept.
21. A banquet will follow. Call (260) 495-4306 for more
information.



FAMILY COUNSELOR

Confronting Suicide

I don’t have a question, but I have an observa-
tion that may help others. My 17-year-old son lost
his best friend to suicide earlier this year. In the days
following that tragedy, well-meaning friends and
family questioned (judgmentally, it seems to me)
how a teenager could reach such a point of hopeless-
ness. They commented that “Kkids these days have no
direction.” I want readers to know how proud my
husband and I were of the love and support our son
and his friends gave—and continue to give—to each
other and the family who lost their son. In many
ways they modeled for their school and for adults
in the community what true Christian care can look
like in a time of grief.

Thank you for sharing what has clearly been a very
difficult time in the life of your community. It can be
hurtful when others make insensitive remarks following
such a tragedy, or speak disparagingly about “kids these
days.” Yet, the prevailing view among sociologists of
Generation Y-ers, or “Millennials,” is that they are ideal-
istic, optimistic, and flexible, and have a growing repu-
tation for service that we have not seen since the 1940s.
Your son and his friends certainly reflect these qualities
as they pull together to be the hands and feet of Jesus
at such a vulnerable time.

Suicide is the third-leading cause of death for
people between the ages of 10 and 24. Untreated
depression is the number-one cause of suicide, and the

presence of other mental illnesses and/or substance
abuse can increase the risk. No age or ethnic group is
immune from depression or suicide ideation—including
Christians. A devoted Christian once told me that of

all the pain he had known in his life, including painful
chronic medical conditions and severe family distress,
his greatest anguish was with major depression. At times
he felt disconnected from God and that his life did not
matter. For those who contemplate suicide, death may
appear to be the only release from their pain. Because
of their own despair, they cannot comprehend the grief
their death will bring others. Loved ones often share
that they “didn’t see it coming,” as intentions are kept
under wraps and the departed one’s mood appeared
peacetful or more hopeful prior to suicide.

Among key symptoms of depression and suicide
risk are a sad mood, statements about not wanting to
be here anymore, and a general attitude of giving up.
More information is available at the National Institute
of Mental Heath Web site: nimh.nih.gov. In addition,
many local communities offer a 24-hour suicide-preven-
tion hotline. The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
telephone number is (800) 273-TALK (8255).

Theresa M. Shaltanis, M.A,, L.P.C., is a marriage and
family therapist and a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Falls Church, Va.

Send your questions to Family Counselor, The
Lutheran Witness, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis,
MO 63122-7295. Please include your name and
address.

St. Luke, rural San Jose (Allen’s Grove),
I11., will celebrate its 100th anniversary on Aug. 17.
Rev. Gerald L. Renken, son of the congregation, will be
guest preacher in the morning, and Dr. Robert T. Kuhn,
former Central Illinois District and LCMS president,
will preach at the afternoon service. A catered supper
will follow. Additional activities are planned through-
out the rest of the year.

Zion, Red Cloud, Neb., will celebrate its 75th
anniversary at the 10 a.m. communion service, Aug. 24,
with former Pastor Daniel Praeuner as guest preacher
and former Pastor Donald Poock to preach at the
afternoon program. Contact the church office at Zion
Lutheran Church, 802 N. Franklin St., Red Cloud, NE
68970; (402) 746-2859.

Trinity, Hill City, Minn., will celebrate its 75th
anniversary at the 10 a.m. worship service on Aug.

24, with Bill Zeige as guest speaker. A free lunch and
carnival for children will be at noon, and a 90-minute
concert by “Gone Fishin will begin at 2 p.m. Contact
Don Weber at (218) 326-2779 for more information.

Immanuel, Norton, Kan., will celebrate its
100th anniversary with a celebration service at 10:30
a.m., followed by a noon meal, on Aug. 31. Former
Pastor David Bretscher will serve as guest preacher.
Contact the church office at (785) 877-2430 or ilcnor-
ton@ruraltel.net.

Immanuel (Pleasant Grove), Prairie Home,
Mo., will celebrate its 150th anniversary at the 10:30
a.m. worship service Aug. 31, with a meal to follow.
Rev. Ray Mirly, Missouri District president, will be
guest preacher. History books are available. Contact
Rev. Luther Herman at (660) 882-6253.

St. Stephen, Horicon, Wis., will celebrate its
150th anniversary Sept. 6-7. Dr. Paul Maier will present
a seminar at 9 a.m., Sept. 6, called “Christianity and
the Competition” and will guest preach at the 10 a.m.
worship service on Sept. 7. A catered meal will follow.
Contact the church office at (920) 485-6687.

Trinity, Shawneetown, Mo., will celebrate its
100th anniversary at the 10:15 a.m. worship service
on Sept. 7, with Missouri District President Ray Mirly
as guest speaker. A reception meal and program will
follow the service. Contact Pastor Robert Mann at the
church office at (573) 833-6055.

Texas Lutheran Panhandle Congregations
will celebrate “Partners in the Gospel” Centennial of
Lutheranism in the Texas Panhandle in 2008. Special
events include Sept. 13 and Oct. 26 in Amarillo, Texas.
For more information, contact Rev. Robert Kuhlmann
at (806) 383-7700 or e-mail rek68@aol.com.

Holy Cross, Los Gatos, Calif., will continue its
50th anniversary celebration on Sept. 21 with a 10 a.m.
divine worship service, a 3 p.m. special music program

and worship, and a 5 p.m. congregational catered sup-
per. Contact the church office at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 15885 Los Gatos-Almaden Road, Los Gatos,
CA 95032; (408) 356-3523; www.holycrosslosgatos.com.

Bethany, Columbus, Ohio, will celebrate its
50th anniversary with a bonfire and hotdog roast on
Sept. 26, a homecoming dinner on Sept. 27, and a 10
a.m. worship service on Sept. 28, followed by a recep-
tion. Contact the church office at (614) 866-7755; or
visit www.bethanycolumbus.org.

Zion, Hillsboro, Kan., will celebrate its 125th
anniversary Sept. 27-28. Kansas District President
Keith Kohlmeier will be guest speaker at the Sunday
worship service at 10:30 a.m. Activities on both days
include an LWML tea, confirmation class reunion,
hymnfest, and picnic. Contact the church office at Zion
Lutheran Church, 106 N. Lincoln, Hillsboro, KS 67063;
zionhillsboro@embargmail.com.

Paradise, Othello, Wash., will celebrate its
50th anniversary with a special service at 3 p.m., Sept.
28, with a light lunch and fellowship to follow. Contact
Chris Larsen, Elder, at (509) 488-2202.

Zion, Maple Heights, Ohio, will celebrate its
125th anniversary with a special service at 10:15 a.m.,
Sept. 28. Rev. Terry Cripe, Ohio District president, will
be guest preacher. A catered meal will follow. Contact
the church office at Zion Lutheran Church, 5780
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Dunham Road, Maple Heights, OH 44137.

Trinity, Appleton, Minn., will celebrate its
90th anniversary at the 10:30 a.m. service on Sept. 28.
Minnesota North District President Donald J. Fondow
will be guest preacher. A potluck will be served at
noon, with a 2 p.m. program to follow. Contact the
church office at (320) 289-1342; trinityappleton@
Sfedtel.net.

Faith, Mountain Home, Idaho, will celebrate
its 50th anniversary with special activities and a wor-
ship service on Oct. 11-12. Former members, pastors,
and teachers are invited to attend. Contact the church
office at (208) 587-4127 or e-mail faith.minhome@
questoffice.net.

Immanuel, Columbus, Neb., will celebrate its
125th anniversary on Oct. 12. Rev. Russ Summerfeld,
president of the Nebraska District, will be guest
preacher. A potluck and short program will follow.

Immanuel Chapel, North St. Louis County,
Mo., will celebrate its 50th anniversary with a special
service at 3 p.m., Oct. 19. Dr. David Wollenburg, pro-
fessor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, will be guest
preacher. A banquet will follow. Deadline for reser-
vations is Oct. 9. Contact the church office at (314)
741-4700 or e-mail churchoffice@immanuelchapel.net.

St. Paul, Fairmont, Minn., will celebrate its
125th anniversary at 5:30 p.m., Oct. 25, and at 8 and
10:30 a.m. on Oct. 26, followed by a noon banquet.
Guest preachers and speakers include former pastors
Revs. Schultz, Abernathy, Briel, and Janetzke. For
banquet reservations, contact the church office at
(507) 238-9491, or by e-mail at stpaulft@frontiernet.
net, or online at http./stpaulsfairmont.org.

In Memoriam

Obituary information is provided by district
offices to the Synod’s Office of Rosters and Statistics.
Any questions about content should be referred,
therefore, to the appropriate district office.—Ed.

ORDAINED

BEESE, ROGER; March 25, 1941, Libertyville,
1L, to May 19, 2008, Warrensburg, Mo.; son of
Raymond and Helen (Trost) Beese; graduated St.
Louis, 1967. Served 1969-2008. Ministries/parishes:
Corder, Waverly, Warrensburg, Mo.; Missouri District
circuit counselor: 1990-1991, 1996-2003. Survivors:
Jane (Koenig) Beese; sons: Victor, Gregory. Funeral
and interment: May 25, 2008, Warrensburg, Mo.

DOHRMAN, THOMAS E.; July 16, 1942,
Ensih, hpeh, Republic of China, to March 16, 2008,
Tallahassee, Fla.; son of Rev. Clarence and Annette
(Ehrhardt) Dohrman; graduated St. Louis, 1968.
Served 1968-2008. Ministries/parishes: Columbia, Mo.;
Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Tallahassee, Fla.; Florida-Georgia
District circuit counselor: 1997-2008. Survivors:
son: Hampton; daughters: Alison, Guesna, Miranda.
Memorial service: March 22, 2008, Tallahassee, Fla.;
cremation.

JUENGEL, RALPH FREDERICK; Oct. 17,

1931, Akron, Ohio, to May 3, 2008, La Habra, Calif.; son

of Waldemar and Kathryn (Lorenz) Juengel; graduated
St. Louis, 1956. Served 1956-1998. Ministries/parishes:

Anaheim, Buena Park, Calif.; Pacific Southwest District

circuit counselor: 1990-1991, 1996-2003; retired 1998.
Survivors: Helen (Prinos) Juengel; sons: David, James;
daughters: Cynthia DePorte, Ruth Highstreet. Funeral:
May 17, 2008, Buena Park, Calif.; cremation.
KEHRBERG, WILLARD E.; July 10, 1920,
Tawas City, Mich., to Feb. 18, 2008, North Oaks,
Minn.; son of Rev. August and Lillian (Hill) Kehrberg;
graduated Wisconsin Seminary, Mequon, 1943. Served
1963-1971, 1977-1986, 1987-1992. Ministry/parish:
St. Paul, Eagan, Minn.; retired 1994. Survivors: Mildred
(Ruthig) Kehrberg; sons: Kent, Daniel; daughter:

Noelle. Funeral and interment: Feb. 22, 2008, St. Paul,
Minn.

KERNS, RUSSELL SR.; March 12, 1920,
Steelton, Pa., to April 8, 2008, Pittston, Pa.; son of
Clarence Sr. and Estella (Von Dimeler) Kerns; col-
loquy 1981. Served 1981-2007. Ministries/parishes:
Pillow, Mandata, Pittston, Pa.; retired 2007. Survivors:
Charlotte (Strine-Hoffnagle) Kerns; sons: James,
Clarence, Russell Jr.; daughters: Bonnie, Valerie.
Funeral: April 12, 2008, Pittston, Pa.; interment: April
12, 2008, Exeter Township, Pa.

KETCHER, RODNEY E.; June 18, 1946,
Minneapolis, Minn., to May 9, 2008, Burnsville, Minn.;
son of El Roy and Hilda (Barfknecht) Ketcher; gradu-
ated St. Louis, 1986. Served 1986-2008. Ministries/par-
ishes: LCMS missionary to Taiwan; Minneapolis, Minn.
Survivors: Elizabeth (Pan) Ketcher; son: Matthew;
daughters: Rebecca, Michelle. Funeral and interment:
May 14, 2008, Watertown, Minn.

KOEPKE, FRANK FREDERICK; Sept. 11,
1929, Arcadia, Iowa, to May 18, 2008, Portland, Ore.;
son of Frank and Martha (Lehmberg) Koepke; gradu-
ated Springfield, 1955. Served 1955-1994. Ministries/
parishes: LCMS missionary to Japan; Burlington, lowa;
Estacada, Sandy, Ore.; retired 1994. Survivors: Joan
(Haltner) Koepke; sons: Mark, Timothy; daughters:
Deborah Zeller, Sarah Hoffman, Rebecca Arnold.
Funeral and interment: May 22, 2008, Sandy, Ore.

LIESKE, H. WILLIAM; Oct. 14, 1916,
Henderson, Minn., to Aug. 13, 2007, Kissimmee, Fla.;
son of William and Anne (Bottcher) Lieske; graduated
St. Louis, 1941. Served 1942-1983. Ministries/parishes:
Joliet, IlL.; St. Louis, Mo.; Topeka, Salina, Kan.; New
Orleans, La.; Warrington, Fla.; Kansas District circuit
counselor: 1958; Southeastern District circuit coun-
selor: 1993-1997; Southern District executive secretary
of Parish Education and Youth: 1969-1983; retired
1983. Preceded in death by his wife, Helen (Koenig)
Lieske. Survivors: sons: Howard, Richard; daughters:
Barbara Lackey, Margaret McGowan, Judith Holling,
Janet Stabler. Funeral: Sept. 8, 2007, Kissimmee, Fla.;
cremation.

MALOTKY, RAYMOND P.; Aug. 31, 1931,
Clintonville, Wis., to May 25, 2008, Orlando, Fla.; son of
Paul and Hertha (Graper) Malotky; graduated St. Louis,
1956. Served 1956-1996. Ministries/parishes: Rugby,
Willow City, N.D.; Park Rapids, Minn.; Monroe, Mich.;
retired 1996. Survivors: Arlene (Heidemann) Malotky;
sons: Daniel, Michael, Paul, Steven; daughter: Sara
Ortolano. Funeral: May 29, 2008, Winter Haven, Fla.;
cremation.

MASCHKE, ROBERT O.; Jan. 4, 1921,
Sheboygan Falls, Wis., to April 8, 2008, Sheboygan
Falls, Wis.; son of Robert R. and Ottelia (Van
Westende) Maschke; graduated Springfield, 1945.
Served 1945-1989. Ministries/parishes: Jefferson
City, Meta, Mo.; Decatur, Ala.; Glenbeulah, Elkhart
Lake, Wis.; Windsor, Ontario, Canada; Denison,

Iowa; Rockford, IL; retired 1989. Survivors: Ruth
(Schuchardt) Maschke; sons: Dr. Timothy, Jonathan,
Samuel, Jeremy. Funeral: April 14, 2008, Sheboygan,
Wis.; interment: April 14, 2008, Kohler, Wis.

MOWRY, TIMOTHY EUGENE; June 7, 1945,
Little Rock, Ark., to May 26, 2008, Grand Cayman,
British West Indies; son of Henry and Wignon
Mowry; graduated St. Louis, 1972. Served 1972-2008.
Ministries/parishes: Monroe, Petersburg, Interlochen,
Kingsley, Mich. Survivors: Roberta (Widman) Mowry;
son: Nathan; daughter: Sarah. Funeral and interment:
June 5, 2008, Interlochen, Mich.

PETERS, EDMUND A.; Oct. 4, 1926, Detroit,
Mich., to March 16, 2008, South Bend, Ind.; son of
Edmund T. and Selma (Hoerauf) Peters; graduated
St. Louis, 1950. Served 1950-1992. Ministries/parishes:
Okauchee, Wis.; Kalamazoo, Mich.; South Bend, Ind,;
Indiana District vice president 1970-1974, circuit coun-
selor 1965-1969; retired 1992. Preceded in death by his
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wife, Dorothy (Hintz) Peters. Survivors: sons: Mark,
Rev. Gregory, Timothy; daughters: Judith, Rebecca
Veen. Funeral and interment: March 20, 2008, Elkhart,
Ind.

SMITH, DAVID L.; Feb. 13, 1944, Fort Wayne,
Ind., to April 7, 2008, Downers Grove, Ill.; son of Harry
H. and Ada B. (Sievers) Smith; graduated Fort Wayne,
1998. Served 1998-2008. Ministries/parishes: Waupaca,
Wis.; LaGrange, Ill. Survivors: Marian (Siehr) Smith;
daughters: Julie Wilkins, Sara Chizzo, Angela Young.
Funeral: April 13, 2008, LaGrange, Il1.; interment: April
14, 2008, Darien, II..

TIMLER, FERDINAND R.; Oct. 11, 1928,
Bloomington, IlL., to April 23, 2008, Wayside, Wis.;
son of Ferdinand E. and Florence (Beeler) Timler;
graduated Springfield, 1961. Served 1961-1993.
Ministries/parishes: Edgar, Milan, Two Rivers, Hilbert,
Wis.; retired 1993. Preceded in death by his wife,

Ella (Janetzke) Timler. Survivors: sons: Roger, Mark;
daughter: Valerie Moran. Funeral and interment: April
28, 2008, Hilbert, Wis.

VAJDA, JAROSLAV JOHN; April 28, 1919,
Lorain, Ohio, to May 10, 2008, Webster Groves, Mo.;
son of Rev. John and Marie (Gecy) Vajda; graduated
St. Louis, 1944. Served 1945-1986. Ministries/parishes:
Cranesville, Tarentum, Brackenridge, Pa.; Alexandria,
Ind.; St. Louis, Mo.; editor/book developer, Concordia
Publishing House; retired 1986. Survivors: Louise
(Mastaglio) Vajda; sons: Jeremy, Timothy; daughters:
Susan Raedeke, Deborah. Funeral: May 14, 2008,

St. Louis, Mo.; cremation.

COMMISSIONED

GALCHUTT, ADELINE M. (WAGNER); May
7, 1943, Fairmont, Minn., to March 18, 2008, Spring
Lake Park, Minn.; daughter of Henry and Esther
(Goebel) Wagner; colloquy 1983. Served 1983-1992;
retired 2005. Schools/ministries: Hutchinson, Spring
Lake Park, Minn. Survivors: Rev. Gary Galchutt; sons:
Steven, David, Daniel; daughters: Rachel Henrichs,
Kathryn. Funeral: March 25, 2008, Columbia Heights,
Minn.; interment: March 25, 2008, Minneapolis, Minn.

KRATZER, DOROTHY ELIZABETH,; July 3,
1920, Alma, Kan., to May 10, 2008, Alma, Kan.; daughter
of August and Marie (Palenske) Kratzer; graduated
Seward, 1974. Served 1974-1987. School/ministry:
Alma, Kan,; retired 1987. Funeral and interment: May
14, 2008, Alma, Kan.

REDEKER, SALLY M. (BOETTCHER); May
9, 1940, Utica, Mich., to March 28, 2008, New Orleans,
La.; daughter of Elmer and Laura (Blank) Boettcher;
graduated River Forest, 1962. Served 1992-2005.
School/ministry: Itasca, IIl.; retired 2005. Survivors:
Fredrick Redeker; son: Mark; daughter: Shelly Sinatra.
Funeral and interment: April 7, 2008, Itasca, IIl.

WIENKE, EMILIE CLAIRE (SCHMIDT);
Sept. 27, 1938, Fort Worth, Texas, to Jan. 3, 2008,
North Richland Hills, Texas; daughter of Herman and
Clara Schmidt; graduated River Forest, 1970. Served
1973-1988. Schools/ministries: Fort Worth, Plano,
Texas; retired 1998. Survivors: Ron Wienke; daugh-
ter: Adria Naragon; step-daughters: Kim Thompson,
Tammy Snowder. Funeral: Jan. 6, 2008, Colleyville,
Texas; interment: Jan. 6, 2008, Arlington, Texas.



Heavenly Yoga?
Josiah, my 6-year-old grandson—a “preacher’s
kid”"—prays each night for those who are sick. He has his
own system: If they are mildly sick, he asks God to “put
Your hand on him.” If they are very sick, he asks God
“to put two hands on him.” When a family friend lay

gravely ill he prayed, “God, Mr.
needs both hands and a foot.”

—Kathleen Winkler
Brookfield, Wis.

The Sheep Lady

We have given each of our grandchildren a begin-
ning Nativity set upon their Baptism. We add a piece
to the set each year on their Baptism anniversary. We
discuss the significance of the day and the importance

of Baptism.

Three of our grandsons were baptized on the same

is really sick—he

SHEDDING SOME LIGHT

“It was a birthday present, okay?”

day. This year we remembered the anniversary with

the gift of Gaspar the King for each of them. We talked

about Gaspar and the journey of the Magi. One grand-

son asked about Jesus’ dad, so we talked about Joseph.
“Do you know the name of Jesus’ mother?” I asked.
Ethan, age 5, piped up, “Mary—Mary the sheep

lady!”

Surprised, I said, “Yes, you're right, Ethan. But I

“Sure, Grandma, you know,” Ethan explained confi-
dently. He began to sing, “Mary had a little lamb. . .”

This month we celebrate the festival of St. Mary, the
mother of our Lord. I wonder how many other children
hear us speak of the Lamb of God, see the sheep in the

creche, don’t know anyone else named Mary, and con-

don’t think I've ever heard her called the ‘the sheep

m

lady.

clude the nursery rhyme describes the mother of our Lord.

—Sandy Welter
Croswell, Mich.

continued from page 5

the May Lutheran Witness. Jesus com-
missioned His followers to preach,
teach, and heal. While Luther valued
all three Gospel outreaches, the LCMS
often seems ambivalent about Jesus’
ministry of healing.

If, after reading Chaplain
Schroeder’s article, some would like
to take an in-depth look at this aspect
of the Gospel, obtain Dr. Garth
Ludwig’s Order Restored—a Biblical
Interpretation of Health, Medicine,
and Healing (St. Louis: Concordia
Academic Press, 1999). Dr. Ludwig
served the LCMS as a parish pas-
tor and on the faculty of Concordia
University Irvine.

James D. Wright
Lake Havasu City, Ariz.

Cartoon by Ed Koehler

Profoundly
disappointed

I must express my profound dis-
appointment and sorrow that you
chose for your April issue to print
such a mean-spirited letter from a
reader directed toward Paine Proffitt’s
illustrations in the December Lutheran
Witness. It was a serious lapse in judg-
ment. We Christians are called to
encourage one another, not to tear
each other down. It's one thing to
disagree with someone’s point of view
(which we must do with love and
respect), but to throw cheap shots
at someone because you don’t hap-
pen to appreciate his or her talent is
inexcusable. The writer resorted to
childishness by mocking the artist’s
name and casting horrible aspersions

on the artist’s intent. His comments
served no good purpose and were in
no way a witness to the loving heart
of God. The editorship owes the artist
an apology. I hope this is a singular
incident, but I will discontinue my
subscription to The Lutheran Witness
if it happens again.

Personally, I find Proffitt’s illustra-
tions fresh, charming, and alive with
vivid color and contrast.

Melinda Lein
Kansas City, Mo.

We welcome letters that comment on
articles in The Lutheran Witness. Letters
may be edited for length and clarity.
Send letters to “Letters,” c/o The Lutheran
Witness, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis,
MO 63122-7295; or send them via e-mail to
Lutheran.Witness@LCMS.org. Please
include your name, postal address,
and telephone number.
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So, This Is Sainthood?

@ ur Lutheran Confessions urge
us to remember exemplary
saints for two reasons: (1) “so that we
may strengthen our faith when we
see how they experienced grace and
how they were helped by faith”; and
(2) that we may “take the saints’ good
works as an example” (AC XXI:1).
Jesus testified of John the baptizer:
“Among those born of women there
has arisen no one greater than John
the Baptist” (Matt. 11:11 ESV). Our
liturgical calendar does well, then,
in urging us to remember John the
baptizer and his martyrdom. We do
so on Aug. 29.

But what qualifies John, or any-
one, to be called a saint? Who are
saints in God'’s eyes?

THE LUTHERANGWIETNES

Ps. 149:1, 5, 9; Rom. 1:7; 2 Cor.
1:1:

How encouraging to discover that
even the Corinthian believers with all
their sins are called saints—because
they are “sanctified in Christ Jesus
and called to be holy, together with
all those everywhere who call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor.
1:2 NIV). Even you and I are saints in
God’s eyes because He has made us
holy through Jesus’ forgiveness and
set us aside as servants to do His holy
work!

Certainly, John is a good example
of one who obtained God’s unde-
served favor. Even before John was
conceived, for what gracious work
did God set him apart?

Luke 1:15-17; 44:

When John was just eight days
old, the Holy Spirit led John'’s father,
Zechariah, to prophesy concerning
the work this child was set aside to
do. How does Zechariah describe it?

Luke 1:76-79:

Although John was highly
favored and blessed by God even
before he was born, this did not guar-
antee that he would lead a privileged
life. How is the Baptizer’s lifestyle
described in these passages?

Luke 1:80; 7:24-25, 33; Matt. 3:4:

Nor did John have easy work
to do. What tough message was he
called to proclaim to sinners?

by Terence Groth

Matt. 3:1-3, 7-10; Luke 3:7-14:

What happened to John because
he faithfully carried out his calling?
Mark 6:17-29:

John’s ministry was certainly
challenging, even causing him to
doubt whether he had fulfilled his
mission (Luke 7:18-23). What mes-
sage that he himself proclaimed sus-
tained him?

Mark 1:4; Luke 1:77-79; 3:6, 18:

John 1:6-18, 29-34; 3:31-36:

Not all believers will have as
tough a vocation as John or be called
to make the ultimate sacrifice he
made. But all are called to witness
(Acts 1:8) and to carry their own cross
(Mark 8:34-35). Paul and Barnabas,
no mean saints themselves, confessed,
“We must go through many hard-
ships to enter the kingdom of God”
(Acts 14:22 NIV). Through such suf-
fering God produces saints—forgiven
sinners who trust in the cross of
Christ for justification, sanctification,
and glorification! It happens as they
behold “the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29
ESV). So John the baptizer reminds
us. Thank God for such saints and the
Savior who gives them!

Rev. Terence Groth is an assistant
professor of theology at Concordia
University Nebraska.

]
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ev. Stephen Wiggins Sr. is
Ran urban missionary in
the Atlanta, Ga., area. It’s
his job to work with Lutherans
there to start new ministries
that will reach more people
for Jesus Christ.

Placing a full-time mission-
ary in Atlanta—or any other place in the world—does not
just happen. It takes planning, and it takes money. Pastor
Wiggins is reaching people with the Gospel thanks to
LCMS individuals and congregations who have been part
of Fan into Flame, the first Synodwide capital campaign
in more than two decades.

The 2004 Synod convention authorized the cam-
paign, which has a goal of raising $100 million for
Gospel outreach by 2010. In the same resolution (2004
Res. 1-04), the Synod voted to “accept the challenge of
Ablaze! and commit itself under God'’s guidance to the
task of working together to share the Good News of Jesus
with 100 million people by the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation in 2017.”

The convention noted, “The opportunities that God
has placed before us require additional resources at the
congregational, district, national, and international lev-
els.” And so it authorized Fan into Flame to provide those
new resources, which will fund these strategic initiatives
to share the Gospel with those who do not know Christ:

e Start 2,000 new LCMS ministries in the United

States.

e Revitalize the mission of 2,000 existing LCMS

congregations.

¢ Increase by more than 50 percent the number

of full-time LCMS career missionaries on foreign
mission fields.

e Provide assistance to the Missouri Synod’s partner

churches around the world.

The first initiative, planting 2,000 new LCMS min-
istries, was given a jump start by a $500,000 grant from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. The funds will help
“covenant congregations”—LCMS congregations who
agree to help plant up to four new congregations each—
start new work.

What’s more, 87 LCMS congregations are well into
the two-year revitalization process, which is designed
to transform their sense of mission so that they become
“mission outposts.” Being a mission outpost means,
among other things, that a congregation sees its own
community as a mission field.

What a blessing it is when individuals and families
respond to God’s calling to leave the familiar and go to
overseas mission fields that have yet to hear the Gospel.
While the LCMS has been blessed with hundreds of vol-

‘Fan into Flame’

unteers who serve as short-term or long-term missionar-
ies, the Synod has only about 60 career missionaries at
present. We want to increase that number to at least 100.

Some of our partner churches around the world
began as LCMS missions; others are even older than the
Missouri Synod. All of them have the advantage of not
having to cross language and culture barriers to share the
Gospel with their own people. But all of them are also
smaller than the LCMS, most of them much smaller.

Fan into Flame is giving us the wherewithal to help
support their Gospel outreach.

The Fan into Flame campaign will be conducted in all
of the Synod’s 35 districts, but not all at the same time.
About a third of the districts already have completed or
are conducting the campaign, a third are getting ready,
and a third have not yet started.

To date, $31.4 million in pledges—more than $14
million of that already paid—have been made to Fan into
Flame to help us reach more people with the Gospel.

If you have not yet participated in Fan into Flame—
maybe you haven’t even heard about it—ask your pastor
how to take part. You also may contact your district office
or LCMS World Mission. More information is available
online at www.lcms.org?10395.

To date, $31.4 million in pledges—more than
$14 million of that already paid—have been made
to Fan into Flame to help us reach more people
with the Gospel.

Prayerfully consider how God has blessed you and
your family. His Word encourages us: “Each man should
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluc-
tantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work” (2 Cor. 9:7-8).

Jerry Kieschnick
John 3:16-17
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