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TO THE READER
By the time this issue of The Lutheran
Witness arrives on your doorstep, many
of us will have been thoroughly inundated by all the relentlessly commercial
manifestations of the coming
Christmastide. Lost so often amid this
secular end-of-year hubbub, in addition
to the coming of our Savior, the real
focus of Christmas, is the season of
Advent, the beginning of our Church

Year. Yet Advent, as with the other
seasons we mark throughout the year,
helps us experience the fullness of our
faith. Advent is a time for remembering;
in this issue we also remember (and
highlight) the important work of LCMS
World Relief and Human Care. Whether
assisting those affected by Hurricane
Katrina, helping young people in Africa
obtain an education, or, in partnership
with our Ministry to the Armed Forces,

DEPARTMENTS
3
4
13
24

LIFELINE
LETTERS
FAN INTO FLAME
SEARCHING SCRIPTURE

aiding our servicemen and -women,
World Relief and Human Care serves as
the mercy arm of our church. It seeks to
nourish and heal the body as well as the
soul, and by doing so, shares with others the Good News of Jesus and the eternal life He has won for us. May we all
joyfully serve as partners in that effort.
James H. Heine
Interim Managing Editor
The Lutheran Witness
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Let God Love You
A rainy-day visit to Grandma’s house provides a memory that lasts a lifetime.

M

y grandparents
lived
directly behind the
Lutheran elementary
school I attended.
The only thing that
separated the school
from their home
was the playground
fence.
Sometimes, on
school days, my
cousins and I got to
go around the block
to Grandma’s house
for lunch. Sometimes
we just stopped in to
say hi. One noon
hour it was raining, and we couldn’t play outside
after we ate lunch. So my cousin, Don, and I
grabbed our umbrellas and ran to Grandma’s house,
probably hoping to get some dessert.
Grandma was sitting in a rocker on her front
porch. She immediately told us there were cupcakes in the kitchen.
Grandma had been quite sick. I don’t remember
what her problems were, but I do remember she
had lost one eye and had poor vision in her other
eye. We knew our parents would be sure to ask us
how she was doing, so Don and I dutifully asked
Grandma.
She said something like this: “I’m OK, but
I’m not doing real well.”
Of course, that didn’t make much sense to a
young boy, but I also vividly remember her saying,
“Sometimes I try to read a little and pray and sing
for a while. And then when I get tired from doing
that, I just sit still and let God love me.”
Her words had a strong impact on me. But
neither Don nor I said anything to Grandma
about it, or to each other. We just went back to
the kitchen and got another cupcake.
However, many years later when Don and I
happened to be together, we began talking about
our childhood. When Grandma’s name came up,
both of us immediately mentioned, “I just sit still
and let God love me.”
Illustrations by shutterstock.com and Veer Images

We spoke about the fact that while we didn’t say
anything to each other at the time, her comment
had provided a very strong memory. We both
remembered how we saw a tear in her eye and a
smile on her face when she said it.
Our experience with Grandma had helped us
realize the opportunities we also have to “just sit
still” sometimes—not asking for things, but simply
enjoying God’s love. Now that I’ve reached age 83
myself, I continue to pray that when I have tears in
my eyes and may not “be doing real well,” I might
also have a smile on my face, knowing that God
still loves me.
When we’re feeling stressed, rushed, frustrated,
or angry, we also have the opportunity to put a
smile back on our face as we simply sit, stand, or
lie down quietly, thinking of His love. Jesus was
certainly correct when He talked about the great
power of love.
Don and I, like many of us, began at a very
young age to think of God’s love as we sang “Jesus
loves me! This I know / For the Bible tells me so.” It
is certainly true that throughout God’s Word we are
reminded again and again of God’s great love for us.
The first verse of another hymn-prayer also says
it well:

I look to You, and You are love,
And Father, You are here.
While close to You, my heart is love,
And praise replaces fear.
My Lord, my God, You’re with me now,
I love and I am free.
Stay near and breathe just one desire
To love as You love me.*
Dr. Les Bayer is a retired teacher and administrator at Lutheran
colleges. He is a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Austin, Texas.

❁
* From “I Look to You, and You Are Love” by Ken Bible, © 1993
by LNWhymns.com. Administered by The Copyright Company,
P.O. Box 128139, Nashville, TN 37212-8139. Used by permission.
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Funeral planning
The article about Christian
funerals by Pastor Jonathan Watt
(Setember 2007) was excellent. I
liked his emphasis on “focusing
on the cross.” The cross gives
peace, certainty of heaven, and
comfort at funerals. It can help
people answer the question, “Did
the deceased go to heaven, and
will I go to heaven?” At a funeral, people are 100 percent receptive to hearing about Jesus.

How grateful I am to The
Lutheran Witness and Jonathan
Watt for raising the issue of
funeral planning for Lutherans.
I would simply suggest adding
Sacrament to Word. The new
Lutheran Service Book puts the two
together in a remarkable way in
the new funeral service. What a
way to “remember your Baptism”
(cf. Martin Luther). Then look
ahead to the Eucharist and
celebrating life with the saints

The cross gives peace,
certainty of heaven, and
comfort at funerals.
Fred C. Darkow
Pastor/Evangelist-at-Large
Winfield, Kan
While serving at a veterans
home in Winfield, Kan., I attended and preached many funeral
services. Being a bottom-line
LCMS evangelist, I believe God
used me to develop what I call
“The Lutheran Last Rights.” Put
your name in the blanks: “For
God so loved ______ that He gave
His only Son to suffer, die, and
rise again for ______’s sins, that if
______ believes Jesus died for his
sins, ______ shall never perish in
hell but ______ shall have everlasting life in heaven”—John
3:16 paraphrased and personalized.
I tried to make sure I shared
this while a person was living,
when he or she was sick, and
especially at his or her funeral.
Also, I gave a copy of the card to
the relatives and friends of the
deceased, who were very appreciative. Try it, for people tell me
it is simple and direct.
Fred C. Darkow
Pastor/Evangelist-at-Large
Winfield, Kan.
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on earth and in heaven.
Roger Frobe, Chaplain
St. Simons Island, Ga.

Images of heaven?
Gene Edward Veith is most
certainly to be commended for
so much in “Only One Road to
Heaven?” (September 2007), but
he most certainly contradicts
himself when he states, “The
very concept of ‘heaven’ ... is
a distinctly Christian belief.
Supplemented with the belief
in the resurrection of the body,
the Christian teaching ... means
that you yourself, in all your
personality and memories and
relationships, will live forever,
purged of all your sins and weaknesses, and that you will know
your loved ones and be in communion with Christ Himself.”
With all my personality and
memories and relationships? I
hope not. Does this mean I will
still be impatient in heaven? Will
I remember being in New York
City and the horror of watching
the towers fall on 9/11? When

the Mormon missionaries came to
our door some years ago and
asked my wife, “Would you like to
know how you can live with your
husband forever in heaven?,” she
responded, “Guys, you’re talking
to the wrong woman!” When the
Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by
asking Him about the woman
who had been married to seven
brothers, saying, “In the afterlife,
whose wife will she be?,” Jesus
responded by saying, “Don’t you
know that marriage is for this
life?” (emphasis added).
We dare not say too much—
no more than the Scriptures say!
I prefer to let God’s Word describe
heaven in images I simply cannot
yet understand: as a child playing
safely with a cobra; as the Bride
of Christ coming down out of
heaven in all her beauty for her
Husband; as the countless number
of hosts around the throne of the
Lamb, singing His praises; as an
eternal blessed existence that is
completely void of tears and sorrow and death. Yes, to depart and
be face to face, in full communion
with Christ! That’s enough for me
to know right now. Anything
more than that is just speculation.
Rev. Mark Carnahan
Hot Springs Village, Ark.

Making hay
The answer given to the
farmer troubled about missing
Sunday services (“Q&A,”
September 2007) wisely avoids
giving a general answer to a question that must be considered individually with each Christian
struggling with the question of
balancing work and worship. But
the answer also fails to re-explain
critical truths about how God
works in the world, truths that
each Christian needs to understand as he or she makes decisions
in Christian freedom. Namely,
God works through His Word;
faith comes by hearing the Word
Photo by PhotoDisc

faith comes by hearing the Word
of Christ. To have the “Christbased” relationship with God
necessary to make such decisions,
one must remain in contact with
Christ, through His Word and
Sacraments. It is not enough to
simply say, “Make your decision
about worship attendance based
on the freedom of the Gospel.”
This farmer, and everyone dealing
with similar questions, needs to
be reminded that God wants His
people to gather in His name regularly so that He can forgive their
sins, remind them of the hope
they have in Christ, and give
them the strength for Christian
living. “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord”
(Col. 3:16).
Rev. David Warner
Sidney, Mont.

Official periodical of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
through the Board for Communication Services, Dennis A.
Clauss, chairman; David L. Strand, executive director.
Staff: David L. Strand, interim executive editor: James H. Heine,
interim managing editor; Vicky Schaeffer, senior designer; Robert
Sexton, marketing manager and advertising sales; Pam Burgdorf,
coordinator; Carla Dubbelde, editorial manager, district editions;
Karen Higgins, editorial assistant; editorial office: 1333 S. Kirkwood
Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; (314) 996-1202, Ext. 1228.
© 2007 The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Reproduction of a
single article or column for parish use only does not require permission of THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. Such reproductions, however,
should credit THE LUTHERAN WITNESS as the source. Cover
images are not reproducible without permission. Also, photos credited to sources outside the LCMS are not to be copied.
Published 11 times per year by Concordia Publishing House, 3558
S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, MO 63118-3968. Individual subscription
$22.00 per year. Organized congregation subscriptions and district
editions offered at reduced rate if submitted through local churches.
Standard A postage paid at St. Louis, MO.
For subscription information or address changes,
e–mail: cphorder@cph.org
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
1-888-THE LCMS (843-5267) www.lcms.org
e–mail: LUTHERAN.WITNESS@lcms.org
Member: Associated Church Press
Evangelical Press Association
November 2007 (ISSN: 0024-757X) Vol.126, No 10

To subscribe, renew, or to give a gift subscription,
call Concordia Publishing House at: 800-325-3381.
About the Cover: Cover design by
Vicky Schaeffer/Concordia Publishing House.
Photos and illustration by istockimages.com.

NOVEMBER 2007

5

6

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

b y

M a t t h e w

H a r r i s o n

The Trinity Lutheran Church chainsaw brigade
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T

he Sunday after Hurricane
Katrina hit, I was asked by
Pastor Scott Schmieding to
preach to his congregation, Trinity
Lutheran Church in Baton Rouge,
La. I shall never forget that morning—or those previous days!
People whose homes were
destroyed and who were now
refugees from the deluge filled the
first few pews of the packed
church. They wept. I consoled as
best I knew how, preaching the
cross and God’s love in the Gospel.
After the service, something
remarkable occurred. Pastor
Schmieding stepped forward to
inform his gathered flock of
numerous cases of immediate
need. Various bands of chainsawarmed Lutherans were heading to
sundry areas beset by the worst of
the storm—in some cases to search
for individuals believed trapped by
the maze of high water, mud,
downed power lines, and trees.
What followed stunned me.
As soon as Scott finished asking for
volunteers, the entire congregation
pressed forward, en masse. That
precise instant I realized that these
dear people were hardly mere passive victims to be recipients of aid.
They were suffering, to be sure, but
they were the one body of Christ
in that place, hurting but lunging
forward in the morass and amid
the chaos to love their neighbors,

whether their neighbors were
Lutheran, Christian, or not. These
congregants would be the body of
Christ on the front line.
A deluge of misery resulted
in a deluge of mercy. Back in St.
Louis, we met with John Scibilia
of Lutheran Disaster Response
New York. John was a veteran of
9/11, and we had asked him for
counsel on the Synod’s response to
Katrina. John urged us to immediately partner LCMS districts with
individual congregations affected
by the hurricane.
I took John to LCMS President
Gerald B. Kieschnick’s office, and
we presented the plan. The Synod
president received it, wisely suggested we run it by a few members
of the Council of Presidents, and
then presented the plan to all the
district presidents via a conference
call. Southern District President
Kurt Schultz weighed in. I
walked back to my office in the
International Center and assigned
LCMS World Relief and Human
Care deaconess Rachel Mumme
the task of pairing congregations
and schools with all 35 districts.
And the Synod responded like
never before! Our dear people—
congregations, districts, social-ministry organizations, national ministries, and offices—rushed to care
not only for LCMS people affected
but for whoever was in need. I

Photos: (top right) courtesy Rev. Scott Schmieding; (background) by shutterstock.com

have never, ever been prouder to
be associated with The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod.
To this moment, midst all the
weaknesses and frailties this Synod
bears, I view her with the most
profound love and thankfulness.
When this Synod joins hands
and hearts, its capacity for good
in the name of Jesus is beyond
astounding.
LCMS World Relief and
Human Care is all about partnerships. Why? Because we are the
mercy arm of the church. And
the church is a body, the body of
Christ. None of us alone has the
capacity, the wisdom, the experience, the ability to stand alone
facing the deluge of misery
which is this world.
There really is only one
mission, message, and people.
Together, washed by water and
Word into one body; together,
made one body by cup and loaf;
together, proclaimed into being as
Christ’s own body by His own
Word, we cannot only stand and
raise each other when we fall—we
can respond to the misery with a
deluge of mercy, in the name
of Jesus.
Rev. Matthew Harrison is executive director of
LCMS World Relief and Human Care.

❁
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Working Hand in Hand
with the Synod’s Mercy Arm

ilitary chaplains, coffee drinkers,
African youth.

M

These three groups seem to share
little in common, but all are involved
with LCMS World Relief and Human
Care projects that reach out to people
in need with Christ’s mercy.
Such a diverse group illustrates the
variety of partners with whom the
Synod’s mercy arm works hand in
hand—from individual Lutherans to
global ministries.
“Our Synod is blessed with many
people who have talents and expertise
they want to share, and we are blessed
with wonderful organizations dedicated
to sharing the Gospel,” said Rev.
Matthew Harrison, LCMS World Relief
and Human Care executive director.
“When we work together, we strengthen
our Lutheran capacity to meet needs in
body and soul, for today and eternity.”
Here, then, is a look at just three of
the many partners that collaborate with
LCMS World Relief and Human Care to,
in the words of the ministry’s signature
slogan, share “mercy forever.”
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Pastor Larry Nichols (right) leads prayers of thanksgiving
for the safe return of Lt. Gary Marquis (second from
right) from Iraq. The Massachusetts Army National
Guardsman, his wife Michelle (third from left), and
his children were special guests at a picnic hosted
by Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Smithfield, R.I.

Operation Barnabas:
Equipping Congregations
to Support Reservists
Throughout the 12 months that Lt.
Gary Marquis served in Iraq, his fellow
congregants at Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Smithfield, R.I., prayed for his
safe return in each Sunday service.
And when the Massachusetts Army
National Guardsman’s tour ended this
summer, his congregation welcomed
him home at the church picnic, thanking Marquis for his service and thanking
God for answering their prayers. They
presented the serviceman and his wife,
Michelle, with a certificate for a weekend getaway.
“These soldiers are members of our very own
church family, men who are in harm’s way,”
said Rev. Larry Nichols, pastor at Our Redeemer,
which continues to pray for two congregants still
serving in Iraq. “We want them to know they are

Photo courtesy Rich Jakowski

in our prayers, just as we pray for all our soldiers,
for our nation, and for an end to war.”
That’s one example of the congregational
support for LCMS Reserve and National Guard
personnel that is the goal of Operation Barnabas, a
new initiative by Ministry to the Armed Forces
(MAF), operated under the auspices of LCMS World
Mission, and LCMS World Relief and Human Care.
The initial focus is to equip congregations to
assist pastors called to active duty as Reserve or
National Guard chaplains. The long-range vision is
to develop a network of congregational support for
all LCMS Reserve and National Guard members and
their families, from pre-deployment through active
duty, but with special focus on the veterans’ return
and re-adjustment to civilian life.
The LCMS is one of the first national church
bodies to address the role congregations can play
in helping to ensure a positive re-entry following
active duty, according to Ch Mark Schreiber, MAF
director.
“Everyone who goes into a war zone and
returns home needs a period of readjustment,”
Schreiber said. “Too many Vietnam veterans
returned and were not taken care of. Today, we’re
more sensitive to those needs and how we as a
church can help.”
Between 10,000 and 20,000 LCMS members
are believed to serve on active or reserve duty, and
105 LCMS pastors serve as Reserve or National
Guard chaplains, with anywhere from 12 to 15 in
a war zone at any given time.
Smoothing the transition for pastors from active
duty back into the pulpit is the first priority of Ch
Mike Moreno, Operation Barnabas project manager.
“The Gospel is deep and rich and gives us strength,
but chaplains and pastors are still human beings
who get tuckered out,” said Moreno, a former Navy
chaplain who served 71⁄2 years on active duty,
including in Iraq. “They need a little down time
to reconnect with their families and catch their
breath.”
Moreno encourages congregations whose pastors are in the Reserve or National Guard to prepare
for their pastor’s possible deployment. That includes
discussions about candidates who can serve as
interim pastor and how a congregation can best
support the pastor’s family if he is called to
active duty.
Operation Barnabas also aims to help congregations reach out to veterans who suffer from post
traumatic stress—anxiety that can be triggered
by combat. But while all returning soldiers need

Photo courtesy Ministry to the Armed Forces

transition time, most will not struggle with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder, which is a clinical
diagnosis, said Rev. John Fale, associate executive
director of LCMS World Relief and Human Care,
and a certified pastoral counselor in the American
Association of Pastoral Counselors.
“Congregations don’t need to be ‘on guard’
about their pastors and members who return from
active duty, but we encourage them to realize that a
re-entry period is important and that resources are
available that can offer support,” Fale said.
The new initiative focuses on the reserve
branches because they typically don’t have access
to the resources active-duty military are provided,
according to the Operation Barnabas partners.
Named for the apostle who accompanied Paul
on his first missionary journey, Operation Barnabas
will be introduced near Veterans Day. That’s an
especially appropriate time, Moreno says, for LCMS
members to say two important words to military
men and women.
“Tell them ‘thank you.’ They are small words,
but they mean everything to anyone who serves our
country.”
For information about Operation Barnabas, call
MAF, (800) 433-3954, Ext. 1337.

Between 10,000 and 20,000 LCMS members are
believed to serve on active or reserve duty, and
105 LCMS pastors serve as Reserve or National
Guard chaplains, with anywhere from 12 to 15
in a war zone at any given time.
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The Café Sola name highlights the coffee’s
spiritual and global fundraising purpose. “Sola”
means “alone” in Latin and was used in the great
Reformation cry, “Grace alone! Faith alone!
Scripture alone! Christ alone! Glory to God alone!”
“Cafe” loosely translates as “coffee.”

Dennis Fangmann (left) and Don Cochran sample
different blends of coffee in the cupping room of
Ronnoco Coffee in St. Louis, Mo. In a “cupping room”
coffee professionals judge the quality of the beans that
will go into the coffee they market. Ronnoco will roast
and package the coffee for Café Sola.

Don Cochran: Helping Brew
‘Coffee with a Purpose’
When Don Cochran contacted LCMS
World Relief and Human Care, the retired
IBM marketing executive knew nothing
about an ambitious project that was
brewing but needed help moving off the
backburner.
He and Rev. Matthew Harrison, LCMS
World Relief and Human Care executive
director, met, of course, over a cup of
coffee.
“I was looking for a way to give back and help
out, Matt had this vision, and, well, here we are,”
said Cochran, a 66-year-old grandfather and member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Collinsville, Ill.
“Here” is the launch of Café Sola, the “coffee
with a purpose.” LCMS World Relief and Human
Care, the Synod’s mercy arm, and Concordia
Publishing House (CPH) teamed up to introduce
the new coffee to congregations as a way to raise
funds to help people in need worldwide.
Knowing how much Lutherans enjoy a good
cup of coffee between services and at fellowship
events, Harrison conceived what is undeniably the
ministry’s best-tasting, most aromatic fund-raising
effort ever.
For expertise in distribution, marketing, and
customer service, LCMS World Relief and Human
Care turned to CPH.
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Cochran, a 32-year marketing and sales veteran
with international expertise, helped turn the project
from simmer to serve.
“Don brings a lot of helpful ideas to the table
about what consumers might want to know, about
getting the word out, and other things that we, who
are involved from the ministry perspective, might
not think of,” said Dennis Fangmann, LCMS World
Relief and Human Care director of operations.
“He’s a great example of using his Christian vocation to help the church and serve God’s kingdom.”
Cochran spent months researching coffee growing, roasting, grinding, importing, and distributing.
He became an expert on the Rainforest Alliance,
which ensures coffee growers meet standards for
rainforest conservation and fair treatment for
workers. (Café Sola Regular Blend is certified by
the Rainforest Alliance.)
In July, this suddenly busy retiree traveled to
Orlando, Fla., to help sample Café Sola with chaperones at the LCMS Youth Gathering. “It was a hit,”
Cochran said. “They loved the idea that this was a
high-quality coffee with the specific purpose of
helping Lutheran human-care projects.”
Nearly 20 percent of the Café Sola purchase
price goes directly to LCMS World Relief and
Human Care projects that reach out to people in
51 countries.
That’s what motivated Cochran to give up time
on the golf course and climb back into the marketing saddle. “I’ve had a career and experiences I
never dreamed I would. I have a loving family and
wonderful grandchildren,” he said. “I believe everything we have comes from the Lord, and that we all
can find a way to give back.”
Café Sola can be ordered through CPH
at (800) 325-3040 or online at
www.cph.org/cafesola.
Photos courtesy Concordia Publishing House

A meeting over a cup of coffee gave retired marketing
executive Don Cochran the opportunity to lend a
hand with the Café Sola
fundraising project.
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Adam Andrews, left, and his sister, Ashley, of the Diakonic Foundation,
visited the Themba Trust in South Africa in September, meeting students
and recent graduates such as Vincent Mthetwa.

The Diakonic Foundation:
A Family Initiates Help
for South African Youth
Earlier this year, Utah businessman
Kevin Andrews, his wife, and children
held a family meeting. They discussed
how they could use their gifts from God
to make the world a better place.
Andrews is an owner and executive vice
president of Universal Business Insurance. Within
months, he and his family had established a new
charitable foundation and, with the help of their
congregation—Grace Lutheran in Sandy—and
their friends, were spearheading an ambitious
effort to bring a concert to Salt Lake City to
benefit South African youth.
“Kevin is a successful businessman who is using
his spirit, energy, and drive as an entrepreneur
to live out his faith,” said Rev. Mark Below, the
family’s former pastor at Grace Lutheran.
Now a principal gifts officer and member of
the development team for LCMS World Relief and
Human Care, Below knows the Andrews family
well. “The name they chose for their foundation is
only one example of how important their faith,
their church, and works of mercy are to them.”
The family’s new Diakonic Foundation was
inspired by diakonia, the Greek word for service.
For their first charitable recipient, the family chose
the Themba Trust, a South African faith-based
organization that strives to equip young people to
“live purposefully for Christ” on a continent where

12
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some 46 million children (nearly half the schoolage population) never have set foot in a classroom,
and in a country where approximately one in eight
is HIV-positive.
The family discovered Themba through Below
and LCMS World Relief and Human Care. They
learned how Themba’s two residential high schools
provide a strong Christian education on a shoestring budget. They were drawn to the students’
love of music despite a lack of formal instruction.
In mid-September, the family trekked to South
Africa for a look at ministry needs and opportunities. “You can find people who need assistance
almost anywhere you go, but our family’s heart
was touched when we learned of the needs of South
Africans,” said Andrews, whose clan includes his
wife, Jayne; daughter, Ashley, 23; and son Adam, 21.
“[South Africans] do not have the means to support
themselves or to improve their lives for the
long-term.”
Also in September, Grace Lutheran (which is
celebrating its 25th anniversary) and the Diakonic
Foundation partnered with LCMS World Relief and
Human Care to bring jazz artist Erin Bode and the
Themba Girls to Salt Lake City for a benefit concert.
Proceeds from the event and sales of the new
“Themba Girls with the Erin Bode Group” CD/DVD
will help Themba provide scholarships for needy
students and build a Performing Arts Center.
Funds also will help construct Themba’s new
Orphan Support Center, a project Andrews developed with LCMS World Relief and Human Care.
“So many children in Africa have lost their
parents that groups of siblings live together without
any adults,” said Andrews. “Instead of sending the
children off to orphanages and having them possibly lose their family property to the government,
the center will help the family stay intact by offering a clinic, meals, and other support services.”
The Themba Trust covers the education costs for
“sponsored learners” from extremely poor families
and for students who lose their family breadwinner—two groups that account for more than a
third of the schools’ total enrollment of some
500 students.
“When we learned about Themba, we knew this
was an opportunity, with God’s help, to really make
a difference,” Andrews said.
To learn more about the Themba Trust or
“The Themba Girls with the Erin Bode Group,”
visit www.ThembaGirls.org.
Kim Plummer Krull is a St. Louis writer and editor. She is a
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Des Peres, Mo.
Photo courtesy Jayne Andrews
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India Seminary Begins Upgrades
Fan into Flame funds are supporting the drive to raise the accreditation standards of Concordia
Seminary, Nagercoil, India, so that it
can offer a bachelor of divinity (B.D.)
degree.
Currently, the 78-year-old
seminary is accredited only through
high school. This means that India
Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC)
students who desire a B.D. degree
must attend liberal ecumenical seminaries.
LCMS World Mission, in partnership with the Jesus Is Lord Mission
Society, is in the midst of a multiyear

plan for upgrading the seminary
to meet the higher requirements.
Fan into Flame gifts are providing
$250,000 toward improvements
such as the following:
• 20,000 additional library books
• Faculty office space
• Housing for single and married
students
• Faculty and staff housing
• Studies for six faculty members to
take them to the Master of Sacred
Theology level
• Studies for four faculty members to
reach the Doctor of Theology level

increase exposure to God’s Word in
a format appropriate for young children. In addition, preschools will be
offered the opportunity to support
Bible-listening centers around the

world (at $157.50 each), where the
Bible will be shared in the local
language.

Fan into Flame is the national campaign in
support of the Ablaze! vision of LCMS World Mission
and its partners to share the Gospel with 100 million
unreached or uncommitted people globally by 2017.
The campaign, approved by the 2004 LCMS convention (Res. 1– 04), supports outreach activities of Ablaze!
and seeks gifts of $100 million by 2010.

Photo courtesy LCMS
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LCMS World Mission, in partnership with the Jesus Is Lord
Mission Society, is in the midst of a multiyear plan to upgrade
the campus of Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil, India.

Ablaze! in God’s Word
The successful distribution of
24,000 digital New Testaments at
the 2007 LCMS National Youth
Gathering was just the beginning
of a partnership of LCMS World
Mission with Hosanna Ministries
of Albuquerque, N.M., and the
American Bible Society to be a
conduit for bringing God’s Word
to the world.
The partnership will soon benefit
Lutheran preschools. As a result of
designated gifts to Fan into Flame, a
pilot program is being conducted
to test 20 preschool Bible-listening
lessons.
Working through the School
Ministry Department of LCMS
District and Congregational Services,
Ablaze! in God’s Word will provide
each pilot preschool with
• a playback unit—similar to a
portable radio—that has 20 Bible
selections digitally recorded in a
dramatic fashion, with music and
sound effects;
• a teachers guide, reproducible
handouts, and 20 Bible-story
picture cards;
• a personal set of the 20 Bible-story
picture cards for each child;
• an MP3 CD of selections from the
Bible for each child, in English,
for listening at home;
• a home-listening guide for parents.
In the classroom, children will
listen to 20 Bible selections over 20
days. They will then be able to take
the CD home and share the Bible
selections with family members. A
second CD is planned also. It will
offer an alternate language that may
be spoken in the home.
As it rolls out, the program will

b y

Rev. Ronald E. Nelson is director of donor
communications for LCMS World
Mission Support.

Fan into Flame unrestricted funds are distributed quarterly
based on an Acts 1:8 model: “You will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem … Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Of the net proceeds, distributions consist of
• 15 percent to participating congregations;
• 15 percent to the district;
• 20 percent for national mission projects;
• 50 percent to fund LCMS World Mission global projects.
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Advent
i
Beginning
the Cycle
of
Holy Time

W i s m a r

verything seems to be recycled these
days—from plastic containers and
automobile tires to old newspapers and
magazines. Today, we believe the recycling of
many things can benefit the environment and
our individual lives.
In its own way, the Christian church is
involved in recycling, too. Year by year the
Church recycles time as the seasons of the
Church Year progress in their orderly cycle, a
cycle that begins anew each year with Advent.
The Church Year provides us with a sacred
sequence of observances and celebrations that
assist us in experiencing the fullness of our
faith. Every season of the Church Year has a
special meaning, distinctive customs, and its
own history. The start of this recycling of holy
time begins each year on the First Sunday
of Advent, a time given for us as Christian
people to be spent in remembering, repenting
and rejoicing.

E

Year by year our church

Remembering

calendar, beginning with

Officially, Advent begins on the Sunday closest to the Festival
Day of Saint Andrew, Nov. 30. This date for starting the Church
Year provides four weeks for the preparation for the coming of
Jesus as the Child of Bethlehem on Dec. 25. Although we as
Lutherans are quite used to the “four Sundays of Advent,” as
well as the four candles on our Advent wreath, our four-week
observance is considerably shorter than this special pre-Christmas
season has been in times past.
An early name for this starting time of the Church Year,
dating back to France in A.D. 490, was the Latin Quadrigesima
Sancti Martini, the Forty Days’ Fast of Saint Martin’s, which began
on Nov. 11. Not until the 13th century did the four weeks of
Advent, as we know them now, become established throughout
the Western Church. Although its length on the calendar varied,
Advent was always observed as a sacred time for remembering.
The faithful people of God remembered the promise of Christ to
return to His people in power and glory, just as He had once come
among them in lowliness and humility. The words of the Introit
of the Day for the First Sunday in Advent echo the excitement of
the prophet Zechariah as he proclaims: “Behold, your King is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation.”

Advent, provides us with
a sacred sequence of
observances and
celebrations that help
us experience the fullness
of our faith.
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Repenting

Although its length on the calendar varied,

The coming of the King serves as a sacred
invitation for His people to make appropriate
preparation for His arrival. Many of the hymns
of the Advent season reflect the theme of
remembering and of holy preparation. In the
classic Advent hymn, “Arise, O Christian
People” (LSB 354), we sing: “Prepare my heart,
Lord Jesus, Turn not from me aside, and help
me to receive You This blessed Advent-tide.”
Part of that preparation comes in the form of
looking thoughtfully at our lives and repenting
of the sins that weigh down our hearts and
oppress us and cause us grief in some way.
Just as the length of the Advent season
has changed with the passage of time, so also
to some extent has the central feeling of the
season. In its original usage in some places in
Europe, dating back to the first Christian centuries, the season was given over to reflection
and penitence. It was a time for repenting of sins
and looking to Jesus as the promised Savior who
alone could bring forgiveness and the promise
of eternal salvation. So strong was that dynamic
of Advent in the Frankish Church (the early
medieval church of modern-day France and
Germany) that the liturgical color for Advent
was black, the color reserved for the days of the
greatest sorrow: Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. In many churches of medieval France,
Advent was a time when weddings were forbidden and organ playing was prohibited so that
the focus could remain on the need for God’s
salvation that is found in Christ alone.
With the passage of time, that pervasive
sense of deep sorrow was moderated, and the
color violet, or purple, became the standard
liturgical color for the season. Although it kept
a hue of reflection and penitence, violet and
purple also reflected a sense of royalty and the
kingly nature of Jesus. Today, this rich and royal
color continues to find use in many Lutheran
churches during Advent.

Advent was always observed as a sacred time
for remembering. The faithful people of God
remembered the promise of Christ to return
to His people in power and glory.

Rejoicing
In recent years, however, another color has
found favor in much of the Church. The color
of Advent predominantly now is a royal blue,
a color that not only reflects the traditional
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Even though it has a penitential side
to it, Advent has never lost its basic
theme of celebration. As the
redeemed people of God, we
cannot help but rejoice that
Christ is coming into our world
for our sake.
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theme of royalty, but also is the color associated
with hope, capturing in its hue the expanse of the
sky from which the Lord Jesus will return. The deep
blue also reflects heaven and the endlessness of the
eternity promised to all who believe in Him and
await His coming with joy and expectation. In the
Collect for the First Sunday in Advent, the prayer
implores: “Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come,
that by your protection we may be rescued from
the threatening perils of our sins and saved by
your mighty deliverance.” In the season of Advent
repenting ultimately becomes rejoicing, as the
assurance of the coming of Jesus as Savior and
Lord is restated and reaffirmed through the
Scripture readings appointed for the season, the
start of the annual cycle.
Even though it had a penitential side to it,
Advent has never lost its basic theme of celebration.
As the redeemed people of God, we cannot help
but rejoice that Christ is coming into our world for
our sake. As with the Introit, the timeless words of
the prophet Zechariah begin the appointed Gradual
for the First Sunday in Advent: “Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion, Shout aloud, O daughter of
Jerusalem. Behold, your King is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.” The theme of
rejoicing is echoed in the final verse of the Gradual,
which adds a line from Ps. 118:26: “Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord. From the
house of the Lord we bless you.”
The making of the “house of the Lord” visually
into a place for the joyful proclamation of the
message of the Advent season is important in
Lutheran congregations, as the year of the Church
begins its annual recycling. Many congregations
use the custom of the Advent wreath to mark the
progress of the four Sundays leading to the celebration of Christmas itself. Although the color of the
candles on the wreath may vary according to local
custom, the number of them is always four.
Part of the symbolism of the wreath is the
visual proclamation that the light grows on the
wreath as the time of the coming Jesus nears,
despite the fact that the amount of daylight in the
world outside (at least in the northern hemisphere)
is steadily decreasing as Christ, the Morning Star
who is the Light of the world, approaches. An
Advent hymn newly added to Lutheran Service
Book gives expression to the theme of light in the
darkness and voices a timeless call to rejoicing:
“The night will soon be ending; the dawn cannot
be far. Let songs of praise ascending now greet the

Photo by istockimages.com

Morning Star! All you whom darkness frightens
with guilt or grief or pain, God’s radiant Star
now brightens and bids you sing again” (LSB 337,
stanza 1).
Advent is a time for singing again, and praying
again and hearing again the promises of God that
are certain to come true.

In tune with the season
Although Advent is central to the start of the
Church Year in Christian congregations, it is a
season that finds its fullest expression in the homes
of the faithful. The weeks of Advent present many
opportunities for people to become “in tune with
the season” in each Christian home. Although
Advent observances may well be enriched by the
presence of children at the family table, the customs
are valuable faith-helps for people of every age.
One familiar tradition from Germany is that
of the Advent calendar. Whether homemade
or purchased, each calendar has a number of
“windows” that are opened up to reveal artwork.
The art is often of Christian symbols associated
with Advent and Christmas, such as the Christmas
rose or the staff of John the Baptist; it may also be
a series of Christmas characters associated with the
birth of Jesus, such as shepherds and angels. Each
day leading up to Christmas one of the windows
is opened; the final window, which traditionally
portrays the manger scene, is opened on Dec. 24.
If an Advent calendar is a devotional way to
“count up” to Christmas, the Advent chain is a
great way to “count down” to the celebration of
Jesus’ birth. The chain is made up of small strips
of paper on which are written Biblical words of
prophecy and promise that point to the coming
of the Lord. The strips of paper are interlinked
so that they form a chain, with one link for each

Background by istockimages.com; photo courtesy Concordia Publishing House

day from whenever the chain begins (often Dec. 1)
to Christmas Eve. Each day one of the links, in
order, is taken from the chain, opened, and read.
The promises of God are heard as the cycle
continues, and the blessing that is at the heart
of the Advent season is celebrated once again.
Dr. Gregory Wismar is pastor of Christ the King Lutheran
Church, Newtown, Conn., and chairman of Synod’s
Commission on Worship.

i
For More Information
Discovering more about the Church
Year can be an enlightening and
meaningful experience. For more
information about the history and
structure of the Church Year, the
significance of liturgical colors, and
related matters of interest, please
visit the Commission on Worship
website at
http://worship.lcms.org/ChurchYear.
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NEW LIFE

R o s s

IN

GREENSBURG
Five months after a tornado wiped out the small Kansas town,
killing 10 residents, Lutherans there thank God for their lives,
a new church building, and a fresh outlook.

T

he trees in
Greensburg,
Kan., are freakishly short—their tops
sheared off by an
unusually powerful
tornado that thundered down Main
Street in a 1.7-mile-wide swath May 4.
But their splintered branches, stripped of bark
and sticking out at odd angles, are green with a
summer’s worth of new growth: a sign, say some
residents, that the town can—and will—rebuild.
There are other signs. As of Oct. 1, Greensburg’s city
hall—though still housed in a temporary structure—had
issued dozens of building permits: 174 for repairs to homes,
58 to erect new ones, and 10 for new businesses.
Surveyors are in town, property is being bought, and
some residents are moving back. The city is installing shiny
new street signs, which stand alongside rough, homemade
ones that seem to fit the still-eerie scenery.
Photo (top) by shutterstock.com; inset photo by Paula Schlueter Ross

And all eight Greensburg churches that
were reduced to rubble in the 200-mph
winds are back in operation, including Peace
Lutheran Church, a 50-year-old Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod congregation.
Technically, although its building was
demolished, the Peace congregation never
stopped worshiping together.
“We’ve never missed a Sunday,” said
Max Liggett, an elder for the congregation.
“It was important to keep the church going.”
Rev. Timothy J. Henning, pastor of both
Peace and Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Pratt, Kan., about 30 miles away, led services
first in a tent and then in a home on the edge
of town for about 20 of the congregation’s
members who remained in the area.
Thirteen Peace families lost their homes,
furniture, cars, clothing—all their possessions—but all Peace members’ lives were
spared.
“Can you imagine what it means to lose
everything, in a matter of minutes, except
your life?” asked Henning, who lives with
his family in Pratt and escaped the damaging
winds.
NOVEMBER 2007
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Top: The home of the Gardiner family
(inset) pre-tornado. Bottom: The house
afterward, in shambles. In the center of
the rubble is the fallen porch roof that
protected the family from flying debris.

The winds, he said, “ripped the entire house off
the top of us—subflooring and everything. We were
totally exposed.” An interior wall collapsed, then
the porch roof miraculously landed overhead, acting
as a shield, protecting the families from falling
debris.
Two nights later, Gardiner dreamed that the
porch roof had been the hand of God covering
them.
In July, the family moved from a friend’s basement in Pratt to one of 300 mobile homes provided
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in
an area of Greensburg known as “Femaville.”
Even when they lived in Pratt, close to Our
Savior’s, they drove the half-hour to Greensburg to
worship with other Peace members because “there’s
a connection here,” Gardiner said.
That “connection” was evident on Sunday,
Oct. 7, when nearly 50 Peace and Our Savior members, plus a few guests, shook hands, hugged, shared
news, and laughed with one another as they arrived
at 321 South Walnut Street for the dedication of a
new Peace Lutheran Church building.
The modest 14-by-52-foot modular unit—a gift
from LCMS World Relief and Human Care and
Orphan Grain Train—is located on the church
property, right next to the concrete slab on which
the former building had stood.
It is, says Pastor Henning, “a sign from God that
Peace congregation is here to stay. . . . We want to
maintain a Lutheran presence here, lifting high the
Gospel message of Jesus Christ.”

enveloped by love
Just Flat Gone
The twister, which has been called the strongest
in the U.S. in nearly a decade, took 10 lives in
Greensburg, every one of the town’s 37 businesses,
and some 1,100 homes. Ninety-five percent of
the town was “just flat gone,” according to one
survivor.
Chris and Julie Gardiner and their teenage
daughter, Megan, crouched in their basement with
a neighboring family as the giant tornado roared
overhead for a full four minutes.
“Stuff’s starting to fly, and I’m thinking, ‘Wow,
this is really it,’” recalled Chris Gardiner, 49, a
physician’s assistant. “And then you can hear the
house creaking and tearing apart, and then, all of a
sudden, the floor [above] just took off. And then
things really started flying around.”
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Henning believes Greensburg will rebound,
but added, “it’s going to take awhile.”
“The love and mercy shown to us from
throughout the Synod has been phenomenal,” he
said. LCMS World Relief and Human Care sent
$30,000 “immediately,” which helped 16 families
with emergency needs after their homes—and
lives—were suddenly ripped apart.
The new church building “is a lot better,” said
Stan Adolph, a member of Peace, who rode out the
tornado in the basement of his daughter’s home.
“It’s small, but it’s ours.”
Paula Schlueter Ross is a contributing editor for
The Lutheran Witness.

❁
For an expanded version of this story, visit
www.lcms.org/witness and click on the Greensburg photo.

Photos courtesy the Gardiner family and Paula Schlueter Ross
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On Words and Vocations
In an age of politically correct terms, Christians should resist any willful
deformation of their language because it inevitably creates a lie.

Not so long ago, when my clients allowed me
to travel first class, I deeply offended a member of
the cabin crew on an international flight by
addressing him in the way I had addressed his
colleagues ever since taking to the air 50 years ago.
“Steward,” I said, “may I have a Scotch,
please?”
He mustered me reproachfully from top to toe,
and then hissed: “Flight attendant, please!”
“Oh,” I replied, “so you are an attendant—like
a parking-lot attendant, perhaps? Is that what you
want to be called?”
He threw back his head in outrage and wafted
down the aisle, never to return to my part of the
cabin. Clearly a klutz, I wasn’t worthy of his service. Fortunately, a stewardess who did not mind
being called a stewardess eventually took my order.
Now you might wonder why I would want to
regale you with this anecdote in a Lutheran publication. I have two reasons:
1. To all intents and purposes, this “flight attendant” objected to his vocation as a steward, a
perfectly noble and ancient job-description for
one who serves—in fact, one who serves in a
managerial position. Had he mastered his
English mother tongue, he would have known
that the most important officials in royal households are called stewards. Like all vocations in
the secular realm, this one too is from God.
Viewed from a Lutheran perspective, the apostle
Paul’s admonition from 1 Cor. 7:20, “Let every
man abide in the same calling wherein he was
called,” applies to cabin crews as much as to
anyone else.
2. Why have airlines abandoned this elegant title
for the admirable people looking after passengers
on planes—employees I have even seen perform
surgery in a medical emergency high over the
Arab Sea, men and women prepared to die in
flames as they are trying to help travelers out of
a crashed aircraft? Because “flight attendant” is
gender inclusive, while “steward” is not. A steward is always male; his female counterpart is
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called a stewardess, and such a distinction is not
politically permissible in a demented era when
ideologues endeavor to undo the distinction
between male and female, a wonderful gift that
is part of God’s created order.
When ideologues set out to undo created order,
they first destroy the beauty of a naturally grown
language. Two decades ago, they created the absurd
idiom “waitperson” in order to spare servers in
restaurants from being verbally discriminated
against as “waiters” or “waitresses.” Mercifully, the
sanity of keeping these latter terms prevailed, so
that we now still have waitresses and waiters in our
midst, unless of course they invite you to address
them by their first names, which reminds me of a
marvelous cartoon in the New Yorker magazine
decades ago.
It showed two men, one a waiter, the other a
guest holding a long cigarette holder. Said the
guest to the waiter, “I say, Bill, would you mind
very much if I just called you ‘waiter’?” Based on
the doctrine of vocation, I wonder whether the
cartoonist might have been a Lutheran.
I suppose the destruction of the English language began when feminist ideologues fabricated
the unpronounceable title “Ms.” This occurred at
about the same time men of a certain sexual preferences hijacked the beautiful vocable “gay,” which

When ideologues set out to undo
created order, they first destroy the beauty
of a naturally grown language.
still makes me angry. It precludes my professing
the lovely sense of gaiety that overcomes me when,
for example, I relax with my wife, savoring a bottle
of wine and listening to a Mozart recording. Let it
be known that I resent this theft.
My wife, by the way, has been heroically refusing to respond to “Ms.” for four decades. At first,

she returned every letter
addressed to “Ms. Siemon-Netto,”
until nobody who knows her
dared to address her that way.
Those who have not encountered
her obduracy ought to know that
their mail winds up in the
wastepaper basket, unopened.
My wife, bless her, is an Englishwoman who loves her native
language and will not allow
ideologues to bastardize it with
vowel-less sounds.
What troubles me about
today’s politically correct neologisms is that they so much
resemble the absurd new words
created by murderous regimes.
So grotesque was the distortion
of job descriptions in Communist
East Germany that the citizens
of this now defunct state poked
fun at this trend mercilessly,
calling cleaning women “semicircle engineers,” to name one
example.
But that’s harmless. Think of
the inscription Arbeit macht frei
(work sets you free) above the
Nazi extermination camps or
the label Hygiene-Amt (office of
hygiene) camouflaging the true
Illustration by Ed Koehler

employees as “associates.” But
this is nonsense because it says
precisely what they are not.
Associates are companions,
partners, perhaps junior partners,
but partners still. Associates are
not people “human resources
officers”—meaning folks from
the personnel department—
would ever frog-march off the
premises when the “associates’”
contracts are terminated. What’s
wrong with calling a worker just
what he is—a worker? As in the
past, we would do no more than
identify a worker by his Godgiven vocation until he rises in
rank—to director, for instance.
Which reminds me: The title
“director” has also fallen victim
to our contemporary inclination
to overstate our import. I come
under this rubric. Officially, I am
the director of the Concordia
Seminary Institute on Lay

task of a department at SS headquarters in Berlin, which was to
find the most efficacious way to
slaughter Jews, Gypsies,
and others deemed
What troubles me about today’s
“unworthy of living” by Hitler and
politically correct neologisms is that they
cohorts.
so much resemble the absurd new words
It doesn’t take
created by murderous regimes.
much imagination
to draw a parallel
between misnomers like
these and those of some presentVocation. But whom do I actually
day institutions doing the exact
direct? Myself and Aaron
Franzen, a part-time graduate
opposite of what their names
student, who assists me two
suggest. Planned Parenthood
hours per workday. In truth, I am
does not plan parenthood but
just a retired old journalist put
assists people in becoming nonout to pasture at our seminary in
parents.
St. Louis, charged with pondering
New Testament Greek has a
a Lutheran doctrine I happen to
word for such distortions: diabalfind extremely significant. So I’ll
lo, literally, “throwing across.” It
has given the devil his name.
start with myself: What, I wonThat’s why Christians should
der, would be a good title for me
beware. As a matter of fact, they
if indeed I needed one?
should resist any willful deformaI’ll let you know when I have
tion of their language because it
found the answer. Please stay
inevitably creates a lie. This
posted.
thought occurred to me when I
Dr. Uwe Siemon-Netto is the director of the
recently visited a perfectly honorInstitute on Lay Vocation at Concordia
able corporation, which refers to
Seminary in St. Louis.
its hundreds of thousands of
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Harvest and Thanksgiving
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M

ore often than not, we
Americans today live in an
urban or suburban environment that is disconnected from the
vocation of agriculture. Our lives are
not measured by the cycles of seedtime and harvest. Most of us do not
wrestle with nature in order to eat.
We simply select a supermarket, fastfood restaurant, or convenience store
and purchase whatever food we
want—already prepared, or at least
packaged. While we may be thankful
for our daily bread, we do not have
the appreciation that comes with personally planting and harvesting food
as our colonial and Biblical ancestors
did—or even our grandparents or
great-grandparents. For them, harvest
and thanksgiving were inseparably
related. Successful farming and food
on the table could not be taken
for granted. When these things
happened, they nearly automatically
inspired thanksgiving.
Most of us won’t get the thanksgiving connection by digging the
ground and picking the crops, but we
can grow more thankful by digging
around in God’s Word and reaping a
few reminders of why harvest is
always grounds for thanksgiving to
the Giver of every good and perfect
gift.
Foodstuffs and livestock to satisfy
hunger don’t just appear. From where
do they come, according to God’s
Word?
Gen. 1:29; 9:3
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Acts 14:17
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Nor do such gifts from God
nourish and sustain life on their own.
Why does the food God provides satisfy our hunger?
Deut. 8:3
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Although God plentifully provides food and works through it to
meet our bodily needs, any farmer
can testify that planting and harvesting are hard, frustrating, and sometimes nonproductive work. Even
though the farmer is God’s partner in
feeding us, he must contend with
such adversaries as dry ground,
weeds, and devouring insects. Why?
Gen. 3:17–19
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________
How generous is our Creator! He
not only feeds our bodies, but He
gives us His Son as the Bread of life,
who brings us to life spiritually and
satisfies our deepest needs with His
love and forgiveness, the produce of
His life, death, and resurrection for all
sinners. What motivates God to be so
generous with His gifts of food for
our body and spirit?
Ps. 136:1, 23–26
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Eph. 2:4–5
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

The difficulties, challenges, and
sometimes failures of producing food
are constant reminders to farmers
and consumers alike that people have
an even more fundamental need
than satisfying their physical hunger.
How is that need described in the following passages?
Eph. 2:1–2
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Col. 2:13
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Ps. 65:9–10; 104:14
_____________________________________________________

the gift He has given to satisfy our
spiritual hunger, to rescue us from
our spiritual death. How is that
need met according to the following
passage?
John 6:35, 53–58
_____________________________________________________

As generous as God is in blessing
hungry people with food for their
bodies, He is even more generous in

1 John 4:9–10
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

The more we dig around in God’s
Word, gleaning His good gifts and
love, the more He produces in us a
harvest of all kinds of righteousness,
including thanksgiving. Harvest and
thanksgiving: Through God’s Word,
just like our colonial and Biblical
ancestors, we discover they just go
together!
Rev. Terence Groth is an assistant
professor of theology at Concordia
University Nebraska.
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N O T I C E S
Note: The “official notices” are published
for a single purpose only: giving notice of a
result, namely, changes in the Synod’s membership rosters by the addition or deletion of
the names of individuals and congregations. It
is not always appropriate that reasons for the
changes be identified in the published notices.
Since a change can occur for any of a variety
of reasons, no assumptions may be made
merely from the fact that a change has
occurred.—Ed.

Official Notices—
From the Districts
REV. EDGAR L. WILLIAMS, Farmington
Hills, Mich., has resigned from the Ordained
Minister of Religion roster of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod as of July 26.—Rev. C.
William Hoesman, president, Michigan District,
LCMS.
REV. JEFFREY NIEDERSTADT, Covington,
La., has resigned from the Ordained Minister of
Religion roster of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod as of July 26. REV. ROBERT
HERRING, elected vice president of Region
One, has accepted a call outside the Mid-South
District; REV. DAVID TEWS, former circuit
counselor of the Jonesboro Circuit, was
appointed to fill this position, leaving the circuit
counselor position vacant. REV. BRIAN PUMMILL, pastor of Peace, Cherokee Village, Ark.,
was appointed to serve as circuit counselor of
the Jonesboro Circuit.—Rev. Ken Lampe, president, Mid-South District, LCMS.
REV. NICHOLAS D. WIRTZ, Los Angeles,
Calif., has been appointed circuit counselor for
Los Angeles Circuit 24.—Rev. David P.

Stechholz, bishop/president, English District,
LCMS.
REV. RONALD MEIER, emeritus, Oshkosh,
Wis., has been appointed circuit counselor
for the Winnebago Circuit 15, replacing REV.
TIMOTHY KINNE, formerly of Menasha, Wis.
REV. BRYAN FRITSCH, Ripon, Wis., has been
appointed circuit counselor for the Berlin
Circuit 16, replacing REV. CHRISTOPHER
NAVURSKIS, formerly of West Bloomfield, Wis.
REV. WILLIAM PEKARI, Monona, Wis., has
been appointed circuit counselor for the South
Circuit 21, replacing REV. THOMAS PETERSON, formerly of Stoughton, Wis.—Rev. John C.
Wille, president, South Wisconsin District,
LCMS.

Official Notices—
Colloquies
KENT W. HOLLIS, Bexley, Ohio; WILLIAM
R. RITCHIE , Independence, Ky.; C. DAVID
DARLING, Sun City, Ariz.; DONG KOOK SHIN,
Bothel, Wash.; SCOTT JAMES MCLEAN,
Sebring, Fla.; LELAND H. PUNKE, Montgomery,
Ala.; LEONARD SHATKUS JR., Plymouth, Ohio;
and DAVID WALTER KAISER, North Canton,
Ohio, have submitted their applications for the
Pastoral Colloquy Program through The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. RACHEL
KLOSTERMAN, Seymour, Ind.; DAWN KOHN,
Muskegon, Mich.; and MICHELLE HINES,
North Las Vegas, Nev., have submitted their
applications for the Teacher Colloquy Program
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
through CUEnet. STEPHANIE PITTOCK,
Springville, N.Y.; CHRISTAL CHAPMAN,
Ottawa, Kan.; ROBIN MADSON, Amherst, Wis.;

LYDIA NIGHSWANDER, Union City, Mich.; ALEX
RAMERTH, Bloomington, Minn.; and ELIA
PETERSON, Arlington, Minn., have submitted
their applications for director of Christian education through Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn.
Correspondence regarding their applications
should be directed within four weeks after publication of this notice to Dr. William R. Diekelman,
Chairman, Colloquy Committee, 1333 S. Kirkwood
Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295.
TERESA VANWEY, Wichita, Kan., has completed the Teacher Colloquy Program of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and is, therefore, eligible
to receive a call.—Brian L. Friedrich, President
and CEO, Concordia University, Seward, 800 N.
Columbia Ave., Seward, NE 68434-1599.
ERIC W. FUNKE, St. Louis, Mo., has completed
the Teacher Colloquy Program of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and is, therefore, eligible
to receive a call.—Mark A. Waldron, Director of
Teacher Colloquy, Concordia University Chicago,
7400 Augusta St., River Forest, IL 60305-1499.
DALLAS LUSK, Carrollton, Texas; MATTHEW
BENGE, Nashville, Tenn.; and BARBARA
HELMKAMP, Houston, Texas, have completed the
Teacher Colloquy Program of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and are, therefore, eligible to receive a call.—Dr. Jim McConnell,
Assistant Colloquy Program Director, Concordia
University Texas, 3400 Interstate Highway 35 N.,
Austin, TX 78705-2799.
ELIZABETH (LIBBY) MOELLER, Wabash, Ind.,
has completed the Teacher Colloquy Program of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and is,
therefore, eligible to receive a call.—Rev. Albert L.
Garcia, Ph.D., Director of Teacher Colloquy
Program, Concordia University Wisconsin, 12800

(Continued on Page 26)
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N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, WI 53097-2402.
MELISSA PEET, New Branch, Mich., has completed the Director of Christian Education
Colloquy Program and is, therefore, eligible to
receive a call.—Dr. Stephen C. Stohlmann,
Director of Colloquy, Concordia University, St.
Paul, 275 Syndicate St. North, St. Paul, MN 55104.

Official Notices—Requests
for Reinstatement
DAVID HAGEN, Horicon, Wis.; DEBRA
MARZLUFT, Burt, Mich.; TRACIE J. PAYNE,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and AIMEE J. WALSH,
Plainfield, Ill., have applied for reinstatement to
the Minister of Religion—Commissioned roster
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Correspondence regarding these applications
should be directed to the undersigned for
receipt no later than Dec. 5.—Dr. Raymond L.
Hartwig, Secretary, The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St.
Louis, MO 63122-7295.

Call for Nominations
The Board of Directors of the Concordia
Plan Services is seeking nominations for a
president/CEO. The president/CEO reports to
the Board of Trustees of Concordia Plans and the
Board of Directors of Concordia Plan Services.
Both boards are composed of the same individuals. The president/CEO reports indirectly through
these boards to the LCMS Board of Directors,
and is accountable for the staff of Concordia
Plan Services. The president/CEO, by position,
serves as an active participant of various boards;
currently they include the Human Resources
Advisory Group, the Facilities Services
Management Board, the Church Alliance and the
Church Benefit Association.
Responsibilities of the position are to lead and
manage over 100 employees in the administration, in a fiduciary capacity, of the Concordia
Plans (with over $3 billion of assets) established
for the worker benefit programs of the Synod
and its agencies; to provide sound management
leadership to ensure that the worker benefit programs established for the workers are operated
in accordance with the policies established by
the Synod, the Board of Directors Concordia
Plan Services and the Board of Trustees of
Concordia Plans, as well as all applicable federal
and state laws and regulations. More specifically,
the president/CEO plans, organizes, directs
implementation of, and monitors all functions
and activities associated with the providing of
worker benefits and the adequate funding of
these benefits; develops and recommends to the
Board of Directors of Concordia Plan Services
long- and short-range programs of benefits, associated administrative policies, and staffing
required to meet the objectives and goals established regarding the benefit programs of the
Synod; and represents Concordia Plans and
Concordia Plan Services to the Synod-at-large.
Nominees must possess a minimum of a bachelor’s degree and work experience preferably in
business management, employee benefits, financial management or insurance; 10 years of
responsible experience in management, preferably including specific experience in the area of
planning, organizing, coordinating, directing, controlling, and evaluating; plus knowledge or experience in the fields of pensions, group insurance,
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and investments; have demonstrated communication skills, both written and verbal, to effectively represent the Concordia Plans and
Concordia Plan Services in a professional manner both internally and externally; above-average
ability to be sensitive to the needs of people and
the ability to manage key relationships; and
active membership in an LCMS congregation.
The physical and mental requirements of the
position require elevated skills in reading, writing, speaking, and reasoning. The position calls
for ability to handle moderate to high levels of
stress; with the work being predominantly conducted inside an office environment requiring
moderate travel.
Nominations should be submitted by Nov. 30

to Barbara Ryan, Executive Director of Human
Resources,1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO
63122; barbara.ryan@lcms.org; fax: (314) 996-1121.

Positions
The Lutheran Witness welcomes notices for
positions available at affiliated entities and
Recognized Service Organizations of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The deadline
for receipt of such notices is the 20th of the month
two months prior to the publication month (e.g.,
Nov. 20 for the January 2008 issue). Send notices
to karen.higgins@lcms.org.—Ed.
LCMS Board for Mission Services seeks to

(Continued on Page 27)
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School Daze
All through the month of November, the children at the local school had been learning about the
Pilgrims, Thanksgiving, and the many blessings the
Creator had bestowed on their country. Bulletin
boards, decorated in fall colors, depicted themes of
harvest, families, and thanksgiving. There were
pumpkins, squash, straw bales, and corn stalks
arranged around the flagpole and next to the schoolhouse door.
There were more pumpkins and squash decorating the cafeteria. And nearly every day there was a
special treat. On this particular day, a large basket of
apples and spicy pumpkin squares graced a table
near the cafeteria door, along with a sprawling centerpiece in fall colors.
Next to the basket of apples the cook had placed
this note: “Take just one. God is watching.”
The pumpkin squares were arranged at the other

end of the table. Next to one of the stacks of
squares a wag had scrawled this piece of advice:
“Take as many as you want. God is watching the
apples.”
Courtesy of Jean Carroll
via email
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fill the following two positions in the
Department of Development Services:
• Principal gifts officer. This position is
responsible for raising gift funds for budgeted
ministry priorities; developing and implementing a
prospecting plan to achieve annual fundraising
goals; developing a system of Moves Management
for the top 75 prospects to complete a gift in the
current fiscal year; making at least 30 monthly
contacts to prospective individual donors in an
effort to deepen relationships with the respective
ministry area, the ministry area board, and staff;
and conducting presentations to appropriate
groups resulting in major gift acquisitions.
Essential qualifications include being a member in good standing of an LCMS congregation
and a donor to LCMS World Mission (or a willingness to become a donor); possessing a bachelor’s
degree with continuing education with an emphasis in fundraising; a willingness to receive additional fundraising education and training; having
five or more years of experience with a proven
task record and written communication skills.
Other essential qualifications include proven
integrity, professional discretion and judgment in
confidential matters, a willingness to travel, and
being extremely goal-oriented with a tremendous
desire to be part of a successful fundraising team.
• Director, principal gifts officer. This position is responsible for raising significant major
gifts for budgeted ministry priorities of LCMS
World Mission. The director also develops and
implements a major gifts development plan to
achieve annual and campaign fundraising goals;
manages a system of Moves Management for the
entire principal gifts area; maintains a personal
portfolio for the top 75 donors to complete a gift
in the current fiscal year; completes at least 15
monthly contacts to prospective individual donors
in an effort to deepen relationships; conducts pre-
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sentations to appropriate groups resulting in
major gift acquisitions; and recruits, supervises,
trains, and mentors all members of the principal
gifts team.
Essential qualifications include possessing a
bachelor’s degree; five or more years of major
gifts experience with a proven track record as a
development professional; securing six-figure
gifts; and having supervisory skills. The qualified
candidate must be willing to receive and provide
additional fundraising training; an active member
of an LCMS congregation; a donor to LCMS
World Mission (or be willing to become a donor).
This person must be willing to travel and possess
strong oral and written communications skills,
proven integrity, professional discretion and judgment in confidential matters, and be extremely
goal-oriented with a tremendous desire to be a
part of a successful fundraising team.
Send resume, cover letter, and salary history
to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
Human Resources, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St.
Louis, MO 63122; lcmsjobs@lcms.org; fax: (314)
996-1121.
The following institutions of the Concordia
University System (CUS) are seeking candidates
for the positions described below:
• Concordia College, Bronxville, N.Y.,
seeks to fill faculty positions in biology, business, English, history, psychology, and religion.
• Concordia University Chicago, River
Forest, Ill., seeks to fill the following faculty
positions: assistant director of Christian education and assistant professor of education
and systematic theology.
• Concordia University, Mequon, Wis.
seeks to fill the following faculty positions:
English, inorganic chemistry, molecular biology, chair/program director of nursing,

undergraduate nursing, graduate nursing,
occupational therapy, organic chemistry,
physiology, and physical therapy (two positions).
Concordia University Nebraska seeks to fill
the following faculty positions: dean, College of
Graduate Studies; positions in global issues,
biology, and mathematics.
For more information about these and other
CUS positions, including complete job descriptions, qualifications, and application processes,
visit http://www.lcms.org/cusjobs and click on
“Positions Available at Our Campuses.”

Notice of Nondiscrimination
The colleges, universities, and seminaries of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod admit
students of any race, color, national, and ethnic
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made available to
students at the college, university, or seminary.
While the colleges and seminaries of the Synod
give preference to members of the Lutheran
faith, they do not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national, and ethnic origin in administration of their educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other college- or seminary-administered
programs. The colleges and seminaries of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod are Concordia
University, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Concordia
University Texas, Austin, Texas; Concordia
College, Bronxville, N.Y.; Concordia University,
Irvine, Calif.; Concordia University Wisconsin,
Mequon, Wis.; Concordia University, Portland,
Ore.; Concordia University Chicago, River Forest,
Ill.; Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn.;
Concordia College, Selma, Ala.; Concordia

(Continued on Page 28)
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Hanging Up the Keys
My elderly father is at a point where he is
becoming confused, and he really shouldn’t be
driving his car. My sister and I have gently tried
to persuade him to give it up, but he’s a stubborn man. I don’t even feel safe letting my
children ride with him. Why can’t he realize
what a danger he is to himself and others?
Many people are finding themselves in your
predicament today—sandwiched between caring for
their growing children on the one hand and their
aging parents on the other. The responsibilities can
be frustrating and overwhelming.
Let me suggest that what you consider to be
“stubborn” might be a need for your father to
remain self-sufficient. Remember your teenage
years, when you couldn’t wait to get your driving
license? That piece of paper was a visible, tangible
way you showed the world you were mature, that
you no longer depended on your parents to get
where you wanted to go. Many elderly people (perhaps your father included) feel that no longer being
able to drive is a visible, tangible way of losing their
independence—reverting to childhood, if you will.
The need to prove one’s physical and emotional

capacity remains among the strongest motivators
in human beings. It is only natural, therefore, that
your father will resist any suggestion that he is
incapable of doing that which he has done for so
many years.
Approaching the situation from the scriptural
view of family members as mutual caregivers offers
some helpful insights. In this understanding, every
member has a responsibility to ensure the safety of
the family as a whole, and each does that in his or
her own way. It may be helpful to talk with your
father about how he sees his purpose in the family
at this time. Where he once may have defined his
role as provider and protector, he may need to
“re-create” himself—to seek how God may be using
him at this time in his life.
It’s important that you assure your father you
will arrange for all his transportation needs. I also
encourage you to share your concerns with your
father’s doctor, who can offer his or her medical
opinion about whether your father should be
prohibited from driving. I pray you can resolve
this matter in a way that is satisfactory to all.
Dr. Leslie (Jack) Fyans is a clinical psychologist
and member of the Ministerial Health Committee
of the Synod’s Central Illinois District.
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University, Seward, Neb.; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., and Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.

Anniversaries
The Lutheran Witness welcomes notices of
50 words or less from LCMS congregations
about their upcoming “milestone” anniversaries. The deadline for receipt of such notices
is the 20th of the month two months prior to
the publication month (e.g., Nov. 20 for the
January 2008 issue). Send notices to
karen.higgins@lcms.org.—Ed.
Lutheran Church of Prayer, Bakersfield,
Calif., will celebrate its 50th anniversary at 3
p.m., Nov. 4, at the East Bakersfield Veteran’s Hall
located at 2101 Ridge Road. For more information, contact the church office at (661) 871-1289.
Nazareth, Chicago, Ill., will celebrate its
90th anniversary at the 10 a.m. worship service
Nov. 4. A guest speaker is scheduled to deliver
the message, and a dinner is planned at a local
restaurant. Contact the church office at (773)
737-7082.
St. Paul Lutheran, Boca Raton, Fla., will
celebrate its 50th anniversary with a festival worship at 4 p.m., Nov. 11. Dr. Gerald Kieschnick,
president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
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Synod, will be the guest preacher. A catered dinner will follow in the Family Life Center. Contact
the church office at (561) 395-0433.

In Memoriam
Obituary information is provided by district offices to the Synod’s Office of Rosters
and Statistics. Any questions about content
should be referred, therefore, to the appropriate district office.—Ed.
ORDAINED
BAUER, FRANK J.; Feb. 13, 1919, New
York City, N.Y., to Dec. 7, 2006, Otter River,
Mass.; son of Frank and Marie (Bogad) Bauer;
graduated St. Louis, 1943. Served 1943–1984.
Ministries/parishes: Owego, Olean, N.Y.; Quincy
(Wollaston), Mass.; retired 1984. Preceded in
death by his wife, Jean (Helman) Bauer.
Survivors: son: Rev. John; daughters: Mary
Salgado, Ann Blais. Funeral: Dec. 13, 2006,
Peterborough, N.H.; interment: May 1, 2007,
Greenfield, N.H.
DROEGE, THOMAS A.; April 10, 1931,
Seymour, Ind., to April 25, 2007, Doraville, Ga.;
son of Walter H. and Mina L. (Strasen) Droege;
graduated St. Louis, 1956. Served 1956–1960,
1964–1993. Ministries/parishes: Oneida, N.Y.;
Valparaiso, Ind.; retired 1995. Survivors: Esther
E. (Kuehn) Droege; daughters: Donna, Paula,

Karla. Funeral: April 22, 2007; cremation.
ELLIOTT, THOMAS MICHAEL; June 16,
1941, Independence, Mo., to July 7, 2007, Ukiah,
Calif.; son of George H. and Eleanore H.
(Skinner) Elliott; graduated Springfield, 1967.
Served 1967–1969. Ministries/parishes: Stratford,
Ontario, Canada; Camarillo, Calif.; retired 2003.
Survivor: Patricia (Jessup) Elliott. Funeral and
interment: July 11, 2007, Ukiah, Calif.
FIRNHABER, STUART F.; Nov. 28, 1926,
Bloomfield, Neb., to Aug. 30, 2007, Temecula,
Calif.; son of Karl F. and Lydia (Troester)
Firnhaber; graduated Springfield, 1969. Served
1969–1993. Ministries/parishes: Sonora, Ozona,
Texas; Omaha, Lincoln, Neb.; retired 1993.
Survivors: Elizabeth (Bode) Firnhaber; sons:
Paul, James, John; daughter: Jean. Funeral:
Sept. 4, 2007, Murrieta, Calif.; cremation.
HAHN, FREDERICK F.W., Dec. 24, 1914,
Milwaukee, Wis., to Aug. 23, 2007, Lawrence,
Kan.; son of Frederick P. and Elizabeth (Koch)
Hahn; graduated St. Louis, 1938. Served
1939–1978. Ministries/parishes: Beloit, Wis.;
Medora, Weddleville, Ind.; Carmi, Ill.;
Englewood, Colo.; Southern Illinois District
circuit counselor 1953–1959; retired 1978.
Survivors: Esther L. (Haeger) Hahn; son: F.
James; daughter: Esther P. Lerner. Funeral:
Aug. 27, 2007, Lawrence, Kan.; interment:
Milwaukee, Wis.
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Worldwide Partners
in the Gospel
t about age ten, I
heard a missionary
speak; from then
on I wanted to be a
missionary,” Rev. Vernon
Schindler says. “I believe
that the Lord put this
desire in my heart to accomplish
His good and for His glory.”
Called by the Synod’s mission
board, Vern and his wife, Belva, went
to Ghana, West Africa, in 1967 and
served there for a dozen years. LCMS
mission work had started in Ghana
only seven years earlier.
In September, I traveled to Accra,
Ghana’s busy and crowded capital
city. There I saw wonderful mission
and ministry being carried out by
our sister church, the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Ghana (ELCG).
The Schindlers were in Ghana during
the ELCG’s infancy.
The primary reason I was in
Ghana—to attend the biennial conference of the International Lutheran
Council (ILC)—was a reminder of
how the Holy Spirit has blessed our mission outreach over the years. Many of the churches represented at the meeting grew out of LCMS work
begun years ago—as long ago as 1895, in the case
of India, our first overseas mission field.
Most members of the ILC also are LCMS
sister churches. A sister church is one with whom
we have formally recognized full agreement in
doctrine and practice and therefore have entered
into altar and pulpit fellowship. We have 30 sister
churches in 29 countries (see the map).
With most sister churches, we also have a
formal “partner church” agreement that describes
how we will work together and relate to one
another.
Partner church relationships promote good
stewardship. Our partners are able to continue the
work we began, but unencumbered by language and
culture barriers that face American missionaries
overseas. At the same time, we can provide
resources—often pastors and professors who

A

provide theological education—that help our
partners spread the Good News of Jesus.
Through these relationships, our congregations
more readily can connect with an overseas field and
assist with a wide variety of mission opportunities.
This year’s Synod convention urged our congregations “in coordination with the Board for Mission

Services to team with other sister and partner
church congregations in praying for each other,
sharing resources, communicating, and encouraging
each other in the work the Lord has placed us here
to do.”
That’s the bottom line—doing the work
the Lord has placed us here to do, to tell others the
Good News of forgiveness and eternal life through
faith in Jesus Christ. May our Lord’s name be
praised for giving us partners who work with us
in this Gospel task!

Lives Transformed through
Christ, in Time . . . for Eternity!
e-mail: president@lcms.org
Web page: www.lcms.org/president

Jerry Kieschnick
John 3:16 –17
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